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STAFF TRAINING DAY

an off site training day based around science

originals that will be displayed at the front of the school to inspire pupils

stretched even further this year (led by Helen Sanger from Walsall Countryside Rangers) with staff
producing some tension trays – their empathy and guidance will support pupils along their journey in

delicious hot and cold buffet lunch and also to Mr Cross who secured the lovely venue and who
organised the whole event.

BBC MICROBIT
PROGRAMME

Year 7’s have had the
opportunity this term to
participate in a national
initiative set up by the BBC.

The Micro Bit  programmable board allows
students to use basic programming code to
tell it to do lots of different things. By simply
connecting the board to a computer via a USB
port and using the online coding platform on
the Micro Bit website, the year 7’s have
already created graphics using the on board
LED display and are now working towards
creating their own interactive games. Report
by Mr J Francis, DT Teacher.

CANOE UPCYLING!

As you can see one of our old canoes has had a new lease of life as a planter.  Pupils in 9c
had the task of creating this front of school feature and are now responsible for its upkeep.
It is certainly getting lots of comments from visitors to the School.



STAFFING NEWS

Due to increased pupil numbers in September, we will need additional teaching assistants,  a
Maths and a KS2-3 teacher.

Following interviews on 6th May Kay Ruby-Wilson was successful in securing a teaching
assistant post. We had a brilliant response to our advert with over 70 applications received with
the calibre of applicants of a very high standard.  As a result on 13th May a further five people
were chosen for interview making the decision very difficult to make.  However following an
internal promotion, Leon Donaldson, was offered a post as well as Leonie Stokes,  we look
forward to  welcoming them to Elmwood.

In addition Hardeep Garcha, who has worked at the School for a number of years,
was successful for a one to one support worker post.  Well done Hardeep, it is very
much deserved. We are also pleased to confirm that Robyn Francis, who is currently
working on supply, will be covering Jade Lunt’s maternity cover in September.

Interviews took place on 16th May for two teaching posts.  We are pleased to
report that  Simon Wood, who currently works as a teaching assistant at the
School, was the successful candidate for the KS2/3 teaching post.  Simon is
more than qualified to undertake this role and will be an asset to the nurture
group team.  Ann Crosby, who is currently on long term supply at the School, will continue in
the post until the end of the summer when a decision will be made with regards to the maths
teacher vacancy.

Thank you to the School Council members for their input during the interview process, their
views are always taken into account and everyone did a fantastic job.

Unfortunately Mr Webb, Year 7 teacher, is currently not in School for health reasons and we
send our very best wishes to Mr Webb.

NURTURE CANAL TRIP
On Wednesday 27th April pupils from Years 7 and 8 enjoyed a trip to Dudley
Canals. The trip was funded by the English Department to enable the students
to experience a journey from which they could later use ideas to enhance their

hats to wear before embarking on the barge, which was called ‘William’. As we

tunnels were dark and slimy and many of us were dripped on from above from the limestone. We were able

and provided a very eerie atmosphere.

Two students were chosen to have a go at ‘legging’.  Ciaran from Year 7
and Aaron from Year 8 volunteered to push us through the last part of the
tunnel. Aaron stated that it was a lot harder than he’d expected!

Pupils had an opportunity to visit the shop. Before heading back to school

A lovely day out was had by all and a big thank you to Mr Bowen for
organising this for us. Report by T Lloyd, Assistant Head



VISIT BY PITSTOP

Students had the opportunity to get
some hands on experience with the
working  mechanics of both cars and
motorbikes. Mike and Pete from Pit-

workshop for the  students—Carl
French, Luke Morgan-Fryer, Darren
Peck, Harrison Bickley and Tom Hill.
They also learnt about the safety
aspects involved in working within a

and would like the session to go ahead again. Feed back received from Mark Bishop from Pitstop

Thank you for allowing us to deliver our motor vehicle taster session
on the 9th May.

Both Pete and I felt the session went really well! It was great to work
with such a keen group of students who clearly have a talent for
vehicle maintenance! Hopefully the day gave you a chance to
experience the type of service we deliver and its suitability for your
school.

Report by Emily Carter & Bev Bailey

EXAM SEASON

It is the time of year when students
in Years 10 and 11 will be

undertaking exams over the next
couple of months.  This is obviously a
stressful time for our young people
and to help alleviate tension, we

arranged for Sue Buckley from Sentir
Bien Aromatherapy to come into
School and help with relaxation
methods.  Good luck to all our

students with their exams which we
hope brings them the success they
deserve.  Very well done to Ricardo

Vidal in Year 11 who has been
assessed as a GCSE Grade B for his
art work—this is amazing, what an

achievement.



BIKEABILITY COURSE

Students in year 8 were put
through their paces during a two
day Bikeability course on the 10th
and 11th May.  Unfortunately the
weather changed from glorious
sunshine to cool and wet but this
did not stop our young people
from taking part and passing this
Council run scheme.  Well done to all students who took part and
to Mr Whittaker for organising it.

YEAR 6 TRANSITION VISITS
As the end of term approaches, arrangements have been
made with our main feeder School, Phoenix, for transition
visits for Year 6 students who will be joining Elmwood in
September.

These will take place on Monday 4th July from 9.00 am to 12
noon, Tuesday 5th July all day and on Tuesday 12th July from
9.00 am to 12 noon.

In addition, staff from Elmwood will visit students in  their
current School setting  which will include assemblies.

Pupils in nurture have been  writing welcome messages for
use in those assemblies which include comments such as
Bethany Read’s in Year 8:

‘Welcome to Elmwood School.  In this school we all support
each other I remember coming up to Elmwood  it was scary   be-
cause it’s such a big School.  Now I’m in Elmwood School, I love it
here all the staff treat you with respect so long as you treat
them with respect.  I’ve learnt so many new things i.e. food
technology, canoeing, rugby, crate climbing and drama.  I’ve
appeared in several productions it was really good fun.  The staff
keep telling me how well I’m doing and how I’m improving.  You
can have a laugh and a joke with the staff too.  I love all the staff
here it’s the best School I’ve ever been to.  Look forward to your
visit’.
What a lovely welcome  Beth.

VISIT TO MALVERN
SHOW

On a lovely sunny
day (Friday 6th
May), five young
people Nathan
Naylor, Bethany

Read, Sophie Clewley, J’Ermiel Riggon and
Tyrone Peakman accompanied
Mr Whittaker, Mrs Cadman and Mrs Bowen
to the Royal
Horticultural Show
at Malvern.  Pupils
thoroughly enjoyed
seeing what was on
offer and could
have done with
more time to take advantage of the many

aspects of the Show.
Feedback from Mrs
Cadman was very
positive who said that
the children behaved
brilliantly and were a
credit to the School.

MESSAGE FROM A PARENT
Parents we are holding two very informal coffee mornings over the next half term (Tuesday 7th June and Tuesday 12th July). We

er
parents here to share a coffee, ideas or just chat. We are also hoping we can welcome some of the upcoming intake of parents to
these coffee mornings, to get to know them and talk to them about our experiences here. We really hope to see as many of you

Parents of Y6 Pupils
lt for

both yourself and your child. With this in mind, we would like to invite you to our upcoming parents coffee mornings on Tuesday
7th June (10-12) and Tuesday 12th July (10-12). These are very informal, parent led coffee mornings, where you can come to
school, have a coffee, meet other parents here and talk over any worries you might have. If there are any problems, please
contact me through school (01922 721081) I look forward to seeing you soon.  Report by Zoe Carter, Mom to Year 9 student.


