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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

We would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year.  A
reminder that pupils break up at 12.30 pm on Friday 16th December and

return on Wednesday 4th January 2017.

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION

A whole school competition took place
for pupils to submit entries for our
annual Christmas Card.  The
competition was judged by a member
of staff from Oakwood School with the
winning entry coming from Cythian
Ogunbodede in Year 11.  The card has
now been printed and forwarded to

various contacts.  Close runner ups were Steven Clark and
Shani Scott, both in Year 11.  Cythian was presented with a
£5 gift voucher in the whole School assembly on Friday 2nd
December  and Steven and Shani received chocolate bars.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

School Council members met with Bev Bailey, Simon Hubbard and Sonia Cook on 23rd November
2016.  The agenda covered the recent LPPA assessment,  pupil views on Elmwood School in
comparison to mainstream and what we could be better, fire alarms, after school clubs, Siobhan’s
workshops from CAMHS, Christmas Fayre and the School website (Levi stating that parents and
carers need a greater awareness of what is on there).  Bev reported that the pupils conducted
themselves in a professional and clear manner—a very successful meeting.  Minutes of the School
Council meeting are available on the students tab on the website (www.elmwood.walsall.sch.uk).

DIDN’T WE
DO WELL!

A number of
staff did very
well at a recent
conference
coming  away
with a number
of prizes.  These

included a hamper won by Emily
Carter, £100 of Selfridge gift
vouchers by Robyn Watson and Di
Cadman was the lucky recipient of
an I-Pad.  Marissa Wort from Now
Education  who sponsored the
prizes recently popped into School
to present Di with her prize.

Cybercrime survey request

The Police and Crime Commissioners for Warwickshire, West Mercia and the West Midlands
have joined together with Walsall Council and partners to launch the second annual cybercrime
survey to assess the impact online crime is having around the region.

By completing this survey you can help to build a more accurate picture of how cyber-crime is
impacting upon the region. Thanks for your help and support in this matter.  Please visit
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RegionalCyber16 to take part.



VISIT TO THE MAD HATTER’S CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY

Pupils in Year 7 had a lovely day when they
went along to the above at Dudley Zoo on
Wednesday 30th November 2016.  Pupils were
able to  look around the Zoo, watch a
Christmas magic show,  enjoyed a hot meal and
visited Father Christmas.  A very big thank you

young people
such a
memorable
day. Pupils sent
lovely thank

their visit. More photographs are on our

The	FA							Women's				Football	AwardsBecky	Knight	(Teaching					Assistant	in	KS4)	and	her	football	team,	Leicester	City	Women,	were	nominated	as	team	of	the	year	at	the	FA	Women's	Football	Awards	at																		Wembley Stadium. Many	other	teams	were	nominated	and	invited	to	join	the	awards	ceremony including	many	of	the	England ladies	football	team.	During	the	night	there	was many	different						celebrations	of	the	success	of	women's	football	over	the	past	10	years and	although					Leicester	City	Women	did	not	win	an	award,	they	will	go	down	in	history	for	winning	22/22	games	during	the	2015/16	football																					season. 	Report	by	Becky	Knight.

FOLLOW UP TO OUT AND ABOUT VISIT TO
PENTALVER CANNOCK

Further to our young people having the
opportunity to visit Pentalver, a  freight
container company in Cannock, we have
since been invited to make a return visit in
March of next year.  Nick Matthews from
Pentalver has offered for pupils to look at
onsite workshops, have access to look under
the vehicles in the pits and show them what
an engine looks like.  Sounds like an amazing
visit which pupils will thoroughly enjoy.

FAMILY MATTERS INFORMATION

Family Matters is a new and exciting  project
offering support, advice and  guidance to help
you improve your life.  Sessions are taking place
on Wednesdays from 9.30 am—11.30 am at
Palfrey Community Association.  Further details
are on either our School website or
www.manorfarmca.com.

CHRISTMAS GOODIES FROM EARLY HELP TEAM
A big thank you to Gemma Hatfield from the Early Help Team who has provided some of our students
and their families with Christmas Gifts through the ‘4 Steps to a Smile’ organisation.  These will be much
appreciated by the recipients and we are very grateful to Gemma for  making Christmas that bit more
special for some of our young people.  Richard Tranter, Caretaker, did an excellent job delivering the
items to each family home.



Teresa Lalley, Assistant Cook.
Pupils from hospitality and ca-
tering

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

A big thank you to everyone who came along and supported our Christmas Fayre fundraising event.
As a result we were able to raise £311.72.  In particular a big thank you to the following pupils’
families who helped behind the stalls—we couldn't have managed without you!

Tom Hill, J’Ermiel Riggon, Thomas Carter, Sophie and Ashley Clewley, Bradley Ravenscroft and
Christopher Taylor.

We are very grateful to the following Companies who donated items for our raffle:

The Snowdome, Tamworth, West Midlands Safari Park, Jump Nation, Blakemores, Wolves FC
and Hays Education

Also a big thank you to B and M who donated a Christmas Tree for use on the day as well as all the
parents and carers who came along and supported the event. We were very grateful to everyone
who generously donated items to the Fayre, we were amazed at the result. Staff also went the extra
mile to ensure it all ran smoothly.

Mr Webb together with Mr Damms and a number of students entertained everyone with their choral
concert which was a great success. Well done to Kacey Sawyers, Cythian Ogunbodede, Tyrone
Peakman, Thomas Carter, Shani Scott, Steven Clarke, Callum Roberts-Smith, Amarn Ewen, Rhys
Leach and Billy Cunningham

Congratulations to the following who won prizes in the raffle:

1st prize Goodmans Juicer Di Cadman (staff)
2nd prize Large Christmas hamper Tom Hill (pupil)
3rd prize £40 Jump Nation voucher Polly c/o Tom Hill (pupil)
4th prize Jamberry Nail kit Simon Wood (staff)
5th prize 4 safari park tickets Billy Cunningham (pupil)
6th prize 4 Snowdome toboggan vouchers J’Ermiel Riggon (pupil)
7th prize Small Christmas hamper Anne Crosby (staff)
8th prize 4 Wolverhampton Wanderers signed prints Callum Roberts-Smith (pupil)
9th prize 3 Wolverhampton Wanderers signed prints Joseph Dunn (pupil)

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Four lucky pupils in Year 7 namely Alice, Kieren,
Adam and Christopher had a lovely time when
they were selected to go along to a Christmas
Party organised by the Variety Club.  Together
with Ms Carter and Mrs Watson they went to

the Village Hotel in Solihull where they enjoyed entertainment, food and
a visit to Father Christmas.  A big thank you also the Village Hotel who
gave each child a selection box and to Hays Education who also provided
a gift.



Art visit to Jaguar Landrover

Mr Collins accompanied
Jordan, Dion, Nathan and

Tyrone to the Jaguar
Landrover plant at Castle

Bromwich on 6th December.
Pupils found the experience interesting and most

enjoyable.  Hopefully the visit will inspire their future
art work and career aspirations  for the future.

GERMAN
MARKET VISITS

All students
had the

opportunity to
visit the

Birmingham German market during out
and about lessons.  Pupils were able to

use their social skills
to talk to stall

holders and do a
little Christmas
shopping.  One
particular stall

holder was more
than happy for

students to touch
and play with the

toys he had on his stall, which was a
lovely

gesture.
Also popular

were the food
items on sale

and the
carousel ride.

OUT AND ABOUT HAVE BEEN VERY BUSY!

In the near future Elmwood School will be receiving the prestigious gold
level plaque for the Woodland Trusts 'Green School Award'. This is the
culmination of a variety of achievements that the School has
accomplished, but in the main the planting of 450 sampling trees each
year by pupils. This term we also had an assembly around the book
'The man who planted trees' which helped towards us gaining the
award. Pupils have learnt about sustainable planting and after collecting
their class fir tree from the farm (taking a tree from the earth then give
back 15 new trees to the planet). They

discussed why we need trees for carbon capture and oxygen, as
well as links to theme and the war time use of timber which has
contributed to the UK having only 8% woodland covering, well
below any European country. We also discussed the wind breaking
potential of hedges for PE on the School field as well as future
foraging potential and wildlife benefits.

Report by Mr D Whittaker, Outdoor Learning Teacher

Coffee morning

Our next coffee morning will take place on
Tuesday 31st January starting at 10.00 am.

Please join us for a coffee and a chat.


