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RAISING MONEY FOR THE HOMELESS

On Friday 27th January 2017 we participated in the St Mungo’s Woolly
Hat Day to help raise money for the homeless.  Staff and pupils were
able to wear non uniform and donate a £1 in addition to the option of
wearing a hat and paying a £1.  As a result we were able to raise £93

for this good cause.  A big thank you to everyone who took part.

SCHOOL FUND DONATION

A big thank you to Ms Gemma
Mayo, Maths Teacher, who has
donated £100 to our school fund
account via Wyrley Juniors
Football Club.  This was in
appreciation of  the recent use by
the team of our school field.
This money will in time benefit
students and we are very grateful
for this donation.
New players are currently being
sought for their U16 or open age
disability teams.  Boys & girls are
welcome to attend training on
Monday nights from 6-7 pm at
Sneyd UTC.

COFFEE MORNING

On Tuesday 31st
January 2017 our first
coffee morning of the
new year took place.
We were pleased that
Zoe Carter and Susan
Clewley, two of our

parents who helped to contribute to our Leading
Parent Partnership Award, were present to see our
Certificate.

It was also nice to have parents speak with Natalie
Day. Natalie is conducting a research project for
Leeds and York NHS. She is deaf and has two deaf
children, one of whom has a diagnosis of
Autism. She is trying to amend the way deaf
youngsters are diagnosed. She wanted to know if it
was easier to have a child diagnosed with autism
whether hearing or deaf. Natalie is looking for
families who have a child with autism to take part
in her research. If you are interested, you can
email her direct (details below) or contact Bev at
Elmwood. Thank you to Zoe Carter and Susan
Clewley for having such
an in depth  conversation
with  Natalie. It was also
nice to see Ms
Choudhury one of our
Year 7 parents come
along to the coffee
morning.
Natalie Day (LEEDS AND
YORK PARTNERSHIP NHS FOUNDATION TRUST)
natalie.day@nhs.net Report by Bev Bailey,
Family Welfare Officer

UNIFORM APPEAL

If you have any outgrown
School uniform items of clothing,
including shoes/trainers, that you

are able to donate to School, these
would be very much appreciated.
We often have occasions when a

student requires a change of
clothing and these would be

gratefully received.  Many thanks.



COPING WITH SELF HARM GUIDANCE

A guidance booklet has been produced to help
parents and carers with the above.  A copy of the
guidance is available on our School website under

the  Parents and Carers area for anyone who
may find it useful.

NEWS FROM FOOD TECHNOLOGY

All year 7’s have been busy taste testing lots of exotic fruits that
have been imported from Countries such as Peru, Iran and South
Africa ranging from persimmon, passion fruit and pomegranate with
the view hopefully that we may have expanded their choice of fruits
as part of their seven a day.  It was great to see  quite a few pupils

coming out of their comfort zone and pulling some wonderful faces testing the fruits.  Fun was had
by all including the staff.

Discussion has been taking place about healthy eating and the ‘Eatwell plate’ and what part fruit and
vegetables play in having a healthy diet.

A smart phone app has been introduced to all  groups called ‘sugar smart’.  It allows you to scan
foods in the shops or at home and it will show you how much sugar is contained in the food, which
considering it is ‘sugar free February’, is quite appropriate.  Some pupils have gone home and told
parents who have embraced the App.  Great news.  It can be found on the Appstore, Change4life
sugar smart.  Report by Hilary Shaw, Food Technology teacher.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Members of the School Council met on 6th February when a very productive meeting was held.
Agenda items included the formation of a Pupil Leadership Team with a view to what a good lesson
would look like. All eight pupils said that they would volunteer to be on the team.  The use of
MarvellousMe and its positives and negatives was discussed as well as the Prevent agenda.  The
School Council recognised that they had limited knowledge of radicalisation and extremism.  This will
be addressed through an assembly and PSHE lessons.  Other items discussed included movies during
Friday afternoon activities, magazine subscriptions, Charity events, wearing of School uniform in
pathways and the use of mobile phones.

Mrs Bailey praised all students for their professionalism during the meeting stating what an
excellent bunch of members they were.

Well done to all our members who are:

Year 7 – Amam, Ashley
Year 8 – Sophie and J’Ermeil

Year 9 – Tyrone, Levi
Year 10 – Jamie A, Harrison B (Thomas C reserve)

Year 11 – Cythian, Reace P

UPCOMING CHARITY EVENTS
We will be supporting the following

Charity events in March when pupils and staff
are able to wear non uniform and pay £1 to

help raise funds.
Red Nose Day – 27th March 2017

Wear a hat day (Brain Tumour Charity) – 31st
March 2017



YEAR 9 HEAD TO LONDON

Kidzania is a London based, custom built,
functional town, designed to empower children.
KidZania gives them the confidence to challenge
themselves and inspire them to explore the world of
opportunities. Staff at Elmwood can now use the
success of this trip to work with each individual
young person, using their own personal experience
at Kidzania as a springboard to thoughts of further
education.

Students in Year 9 were given the opportunity to visit the above on Wednesday 8th
February 2017.  The first challenge was for students to arrive at School for 7.50 am,
which they managed to do. Each and every young person engaged fully in the immersive
practice of work, pay, reward and play. We feel that the trip has added a real glimpse of
what awaits them outside of the Elmwood experience.

Students were able to choose from a variety of options including a
taste of University (all four students graduated!) as well as earning
Kidzo’s (KidZania currency), if they did a good job, which could then
be spent or banked.

Quotes from young people on their return
included:

Levi—the whole day was wicked and it
helped me to see what I want to do when I
am older.

Liam—I have realised I want to be a window cleaner because
they earn good money.

Habib—I enjoyed being able to create my own wrap.

Nathan—the flying was awesome.  I had to fly through check points and land a plane.

Tyrone—I loved training to fly planes and I earned my wings.

Dion—I loved all of it because it was so much fun.

Callum G—I loved being a policeman
because I got to investigate crimes.

So much was gained from the visit, a
taste of which can be seen from the
photographs on our School website.  We
have also received a message back from
Kimmy Bryceland, Schools Manager,
stating that they loved Elmwood and
can’t wait to welcome us again soon—we
will be back!

Report by Paul Middleton, Trip Leader



BUSY TIME FOR YEAR 9A
It has been a busy few weeks for pupils in Year 9a. On February
2nd we took the short journey, by bus, to Birmingham city centre.
The students have been studying Percy Bysshe Shelley’s
‘Ozymandias’ and to support their upcoming written assessment,
it was decided that they should see a variety of statues in
different contexts so that they could try and put themselves into
the mind-set of Ozymandias when they produce their final written
piece. Students also visited Birmingham Central Library to take

advantage of their outdoor space that provides a great view across the city. To end an
action packed day the students visited Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery to see genuine
Egyptian artefacts as well as pieces of the Staffordshire Hoard which they were told about
in their recent Out and About lessons. Further to the previous report on page 3, on
February 8th the whole of transition took the not so short journey to London to visit
KidZania, an indoor city run by  children. Despite their initial
wariness, it was pleasing to see every single student get stuck in
and experience the world of work. Some students (Tyrone
Peakman,  Dion Griffin, Habib Ahmed and Nathan Naylor) all
graduated with degrees in Engineering from KidZania National
University. All students behaved exceptionally well and were a
credit to the school. I personally would like to thank all of the staff
involved with organising and supporting both trips and for making
them    enjoyable for students and staff alike. Report by Mr Damms, Year 9a Form Tutor

YEAR 11 COFFEE MORNING WITH NCS

Year 11’s are able to access NCS (The
Challenge) over the summer holiday. NCS
are a Charity Organisation that offer three
weeks of activities. Phase 1—Adventure
means living away from home for four nights
and taking part in activities such as canoeing,
rock climbing and abseiling. Phase 2—Skills
entails four nights staying in a uni-style
environment where life skills in confidence,
leadership and communication are
developed to boost CV or UCAS personal
statements. Phase 3 – Social interaction is
working in a team, where new skills are put
into practice by delivering a community
project of a student’s choice.

Jasmine and Thomas from NCS joined
families of those pupils already signed up on
the 8th February 2017 for our NCS coffee
morning. If your child has not already signed
up please encourage your child to be part of
this adventure. It helps to keep your child
focused through the summer break.
You can contact Bev at Elmwood or Thomas
from NCS - Thomas Nelson
thomas.nelson@the-challenge.org.
Financial  support can be given.

Report by Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Officer.

INTERNET SAFETY DAY
Elmwood celebrated Internet Safety day on Friday 10th

February 2017. The day started with students exploring and
understanding the PREVENT Strategy and how it applies to

Assembly.

They then went on to complete two workshops in class. The
first workshop looked at keeping safe on social media.
Students were asked to analyse a fake Facebook profile and

and explaining the dangers that could arise from sharing

The second workshop focused on Cyber Bullying. The
students played a scenario based game where one of the
characters was being bullied online by another character. At
different parts of the game students were given choices to

To finish the day off all students completed an Internet
Safety Quiz. Awards were given to the students with the
highest score as well as a team award to the School House
Team which averaged the highest scores.

Year 7 students also created ‘A Cyber Safety Rap’ song and
music video as part of the Schools Awareness Campaign. The

Drama lessons and filmed and recorded in school by Staff

Report by Leonie Stokes, Nurture Teaching Assistant


