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YEAR 7 NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Some of our young people have been working with Mr
Webb on ideas from their perspective for the School
Newsletter.  Mikyle wrote about homework, Callum on
fidget spinners, Billy’s article was on boxing gloves,
Ashley reviewed the reward trip to Jumpxtreme, Alice
has written about Vanessa the Play Therapist, Tyler
reported on his trip to Star City, Adam explained the
rules on tchoukball and finally Kieren wrote about
breakfast time in nurture.  Copies of all the reports can
be found on our website (newsletter page) and we
would highly recommend reading them. Well done to
all  concerned and we look forward to receiving future
articles.

VISIT TO MALVERN
AGRICULTURAL SHOW

On Friday 12th May Kacey, Rhys,
Ashley, Callum and Kieren
accompanied Di Cadman and
Debbie Causer to the Malvern
Agricultural Show.  Students
especially enjoyed watching

demonstrations of activities they take
part in during outdoor education
lessons such as pole lathing.  The
behaviour of the students was
exemplary and even the weather was

kind with rain
on the way
down and back
but sunshine
whilst there!

SPRING ATTENDANCE

Twelve students are to be
commended for their 100%
attendance for the Spring term
period 3.1.17 to 7.4.17.  These
were:

Jamie Ashford, Thomas Carter,
Liam Cheetham, Sophie Clewley,
Alice Dewsbury, Isaiah Jagirdar,
Ciaran Lawrence, Rico Maritza-
Yates, Nathan Naylor, Tyrone
Peakman, Shani Scott and
Jordan Williams.

Also well done to Aisha Ahmed
who since joining the School on
18th January has achieved 100%
attendance.

Congratulations to all of the
above pupils.

TRAINING DAY REMINDER

School will be closed to all pupils on Monday 5th June 2017 in order that staff can receive staff training
(outdoor learning based).  School therefore reopens on Tuesday 6th June 2017 following the half term

break.

COFFEE MORNING INVITE

Our family welfare officers have
organised the next coffee morning for
Monday 12th June at 10.30 am to 12
noon.  It is hoped that some of our

new parents of pupils in Year 6 will
be able to join us and also that two of
our existing parents Zoe and Sue will
be talking about autism.  Please try

and come along.



GOVERNOR NEWS

Chrissie Grainger, Chair of Governors, is now
recuperating at home following a recent
operation and we wish her a speedy
recovery.

Congratulations also to Karen Sedgwick, link
governor for numeracy, who has been invited
to go to London on 17th July as part of a
group looking at producing refreshed maths
materials for the next academic year.  This
is a terrific accolade to Karen whose work
on the programme has been highly valued by
the National Centre for Excellence in the
Teaching of Mathematics — we are very
proud of Karen’s involvement.

ANOTHER DONATION

The donations continue to come in with a garden
chipper being provided by Hilary Shaw, Food
Technology Teacher, for use in outdoor learning
lessons.  A big thank you to Ms Shaw for this
useful item which is much appreciated.

A big thank you once again to Tom Hill’s mom
who has donated more fishing equipment to the
School which again is very much appreciated.

MOSAIC CREATION

Wendy Foxon returned to
Elmwood to help the students
create an inspirational floor
mosaic which is going to be
situated at the front of the
building. The students had to

painstakingly place small pieces of coloured tiles onto a
design Wendy had created. These tiles then had to be
transferred into moulds and cast in concrete. Time will
tell what the finished product will look like. Fingers
crossed!  Report by Mr J Francis

Summer Holiday Scheme

A summer holiday scheme is taking
place at Hawthorn Farm, on the
outskirts of Cannock for children aged
between 11 and 18.  Alpha
specialises in working alongside
children with specific learning
requirements and can cater to any
specific needs a child may have.
Alpha can also provide transport and
collect and drop off children for a
minimal extra cost.  Further details of
the scheme which will include
activities working alongside horses
and other animals on the farm,
outdoor woodland walks and games
and indoor activities such as art and
craft, are available on our school
website, parents and carers page.

MEETING OF THE SCHOOL COUNCIL

Bev Bailey reported on a very positive School
Council meeting which took place on 16th May.
The members who were present were Ashley
Clewley, Tyrone Peakman, Levi Dingley, Amarn
Ewen, Sophie Clewley, J’Ermiel Riggon,
Harrison Bickley, Tom Carter, Cythian
Ogunbodede, Reace Phipps and Carl French.
Also in  attendance were Sonia Latimer and
Mr Hubbard.

Items discussed were the Prevent agenda,
magazine subscriptions, Ofsted, Charities,
Computers, School Uniform, visiting other
Schools  amongst others—a very varied  list of
topics!

All members were rewarded with a chocolate
bar at the end of the day in recognition of their
excellent behaviour and attitude .  A big thank
you to Mr Breakspear, Parent Governor, who
kindly donated the chocolate bars which went
down very well.

FOOTBALL MATCH REPORT
Elmwood School had an away football match against Corley (a
school team in Coventry). We won 6-3 with 5 goals from Fahed
Matter (Year 10A) and 1 from Harrison Bickley (Year 10A).
The rest of the team was Simon Farrington (Year 11A), Levi
Dingley (Year 9B), Aaron Ridgeway (Year 9B), Thomas Carter
(Year 10A) and Tom Hill (Year 10B) and coaches Paddy Hinsley
and Becky Knight.
There was an incident involving myself and one of the Corley
players which the Corley player stamped deliberately on me.
The team reacted really well and stayed calm throughout the
incident and reacted exceptionally well.

Match report by Thomas Carter (Year 10A)



SKY SPORTS VISIT

Daniel Caines (Youth Sport Trust and Sky
Sports Living Ambassador) visited the school
on 17.5.17 to complete a series of workshops
spanning three years of involvement with the
School. His sessions were to re-visit the “6 Keys
to Success” specifically around the School’s
drive to support individual resilience and
having a “Growth Mindset”. It also acted as a farewell celebration as the

partnership between the Youth Sport Trust and Sky Sports has come to an end after 14 successful years
in breaking down barriers and raising self   esteem and self worth.

Daniel has become an integral part of the Elmwood family and we will miss
his input in raising aspirations, recently done
through the following video link .https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKadEy3jpfM.
It was especially pleasing for staff and pupils to
see Daniel in his first race (age 15yrs old) and
how his journey developed through the “6 Keys
to        Success” and culminated in his greatest
honour………… completing one of the schools
cross-fit challenges (Brown Belt – Loan Wolf) in
a very respectful time of 6 mins 55 secs. This
inspired other pupils to overcome their own   challenges and achieve them in
front of Daniel , what a sense of achievement! Pictures and shortly a video of
Daniels  performance can be found on the school website , photo gallery

page.   Report by Mr Lee Cross, Deputy Head

STAFFING NEWS

Unfortunately Di Cadman, Teaching  Assistant in
transition base will not be around for longer than
anticipated due to the Court case she has been
assigned to lasting approx. 6-8 weeks.  However
as and when she is able to come into School she

will be here!

Despite freakishly low
temperatures, hail and constant
rain Miss Mayo and Mr Francis
successfully made it up
Snowdon on Saturday 20th May.
The trek was more challenging
than we expected but this was
due to really poor weather and

we were determined not to let it dampen our
spirits! We have raised in excess of £220 pounds
for Alzheimer's and dementia care which we are
really pleased with. Many thanks
to anyone that sponsored us as it
really did give us motivation to
succeed when even the second
set of spare clothes were soaked
through too!! Report by Miss
Mayo

CHARITY DONATION

Mr Bowen has been running a car wash activity on a
Friday afternoon with a number of pupils who have
done an amazing job of cleaning staff cars.  As a
gesture of good will and appreciation staff have made
cash donations which School Council discussed at
their meeting on 16th May 2017.

A number of local Charities were nominated by the
members which were Hats for the Homeless,
Rosedene Rescue Centre, Walsall Society for the
Blind, West Midlands Air Ambulance, Birmingham
Children’s Hospital and Rocklands School (for
children with disabilities).

Mr Bowen then organised a whole School vote for an
overall Charity who would receive the money raised
which amounted to £43.38.  The successful Charity
was Birmingham Children’s Hospital with 18 votes,
2nd was West Midlands Ambulance with 15, 3rd was
Rosedene Animal Centre with 9 votes and Hats for the
Homeless received 1 vote. Well done to all involved.



GOODBYE TO YEAR 11 STUDENTS

Our Year 11 students officially leave School on Friday 30th June but following the half term break will
be on study leave.  Our young people have been well prepared for the next step in their journey by
staff and we will be welcoming them back on Monday 26th June for their Leavers Assembly and
celebration meal.  A big well done to the majority of our pupils who have matured into excellent role
models and ambassadors for the School and will be sadly missed.

As a result of the above we will be losing Liam Clarke as register monitor.  Liam has carried out his
duties conscientiously and reliably for sometime and will be a hard act to follow.  In recognition of
this time as Register Monitor Liam was presented with a certificate and £20 gift voucher.

NEWS FROM FOOD
TECHNOLOGY

Year 7 pupils have decorated
a cake to make and look like
a dragon for St Georges Day.
Numerous ingredients were
selected to make a totally
edible cake.

Years and 8 have been
working towards their

Get Cooking Award.
Areas covered for
students to gain the
aware are achieving a
healthy balance,
recognise different tastes, weighing food

recipes right, say ‘hi’ to
hygiene and remember
safety first.

Year 9’s have been
working on an ‘around the
world’ project.  Following

the new French President,
Emmanuel Macron being

sworn in we decided to introduce frogs
legs to the pupils to learn about and   then
cook them.  Some were brave enough to
try them and yes they do taste like
chicken!  Report by Ms Shaw, Food
Technology Teacher

YEAR 11 VISIT TO HAWKSTONE FOLLIES

On Tuesday 23rd May Year 11 pupils
accompanied Ms Mayo and Mr Cross to
Hawkstone Park Follies in
Shrewsbury. The Follies is
an historic woodland
fantasy with cliffs, crags,
caves, deep woods and a
series of extraordinary

monuments built over 200 years ago, The
trip was organised as a final team building
day when pupils enjoyed all of the above on
a lovely sunny day.  Shani was especially
pleased that she conquered two of her fears
during the visit one being a fear of heights
by climbing a tower and the other   was
walking over a suspended bridge—well done Shani. A lovely
way to end their time at Elmwood with such happy
memories.

All Swimming Along Nicely!

Over this half term, the Year 7 pupils have been taking part
in swimming lessons at Gala Baths, Walsall.

Generally the behaviour, attitude and work rate of all three
classes has been exceptional, resulting in most pupils
obtaining an ASA Waterskills level 1 or 2 award and
certificates being presented in assembly on 26th May 2017.

A special mention goes to Tyler Nutting and Adam Choudhury
who overcame their initial nerves and then tackled the
swimming with enthusiasm.

Thanks must also go to the staff who were in the water to
support the learners (often the coldest job as they are not
actually swimming)…….  Mark Trahearn, Becky, Knight, Leonie
Stokes and Emily Carter.

Well done to you all! Report by Mr Holmes, Swimming
Teacher.


