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YEAR 10’S RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE AT LONG MYND BUNKHOUSE

Preparation by pupils for the trip was trickier than previous years given the
limitations on time in Mr Holmes' wider key skills lessons (where
traditionally most of the planning occurs). Despite this the team had
planned a stirling menu (which seems to have been the primary objective
for most of the pupils!).

After recovering from the shock of the price of refreshments at the service station we returned to
the motorway.  En route to the hills we drove passed the Wrekin which enabled Carl to announce
later that he had been 'right round the Wrekin, this trip!'

After a brief tour of the facilities and unpacking at the bunkhouse, we enjoyed our first meal of a
packed lunch whilst sheltering from the drizzle.

We then drove to the top of the Long Mynd and took a rollercoaster of a mountain bike ride over the
tops to the glider station. We saw the ancient burial chamber and pitied
the minibus of pupils labouring under the weight of their Duke of
Edinburgh backpacks as we glided passed on two wheels.

After a brief rest we re-traced our tracks to the bus and trailer and onto
the bunkhouse where we enjoyed our first cuppa and showers. After
football on the camping field we enjoyed exploring the farmer's collection
of unusual vehicles, including a tank!

The evening meal was created by our pupil chefs, a complex 'service' given
the variety of different meals required. This was followed by a trip down to
the woods to light fires and skin rabbits with Don. We then returned for
more cuppas and chilling with either a DVD or more football until it was
dark enough for our night hike, where we saw a badger set and met a frog
on our path. We returned for hot chocolate and biscuits. We finally rested

our heads well past midnight. Check out
the photographs on the photo gallery page of the website.

Breakfast was a splendid affair of cereal and full English with lashings
of tea before our navigation exercise on the hill where we
sampled wild foods.

As you can imagine the boys were famished by our return and so the
team 'built' sandwiches for us all as we packed and swept through

our accommodation. The staff can recommend the boys for catering at day or evening functions!

A big thank you to Mark Trahearn and Ashley Holmes for all their hard work and for managing to eat
as much as they did! Report by Mr D Whittaker, Outdoor Learning Teacher



SPORTS DAY REMINDER

Subject to the weather this will be taking place
on Thursday 20th July 2017 from 10.00 am.

Which team are going to win this year!

STAFFING NEWS

Both Ms Reese, Science Teacher and Emily
Carter, Teaching Assistant, will not be
returning after the summer break and we
wish them both well for the future.

On Tuesday 11th July 2017 interviews took
place for a science teacher.  We had a good
response to the post with four applicants
shortlisted for interview. We are pleased to
confirm that Claire Whittlestone was
appointed.  Claire has been working at the
School on a supply basis and has already
made big inroads in the science department.
A big thank you to Dave Watton, Associate
Governor, for his time on the interview panel
and also for the input from the School
Council members which is always valuable
and taken into consideration.

We will be carrying out teaching assistant
interviews on Monday 24th July 2017 and
once again Dave Watton, Associate Governor,
together with the School Council members,
will be involved.  We will keep you posted!

YEAR 6 TRANSITION VISITS

As part of our transition programme we
welcomed our 15 new year 7 students for
the first of their visits on Monday 3rd
July.  The students will be joining us  in
September from our feeder school,
Phoenix Academy, as well as from
Chasetown Community School, Little
Bloxwich  School and Blue Coat Junior
School.  Further visits also took place on
10th and 17th July with students carrying
out     assessments on the 10th and joining
in with Grand Design Day event on the
17th.  A reminder to all new parents and
carers to return any outstanding
paperwork to the office as soon as
possible.

LEAVERS ASSEMBLY

On Monday 26th June parents and carers of our year 11 pupils were
invited to attend their leavers assembly.  Eight
students relived highlights of their journey at
Elmwood School and were presented with
memory books as well as a handmade wooden
storage box personalised with the Elmwood

logo and child’s name engraved on the lid, a lovely memento of their time
with us.  A big thank you to the staff involved with the gifts namely Mr
Francis, Mr Whittaker, Charlotte Clarke and Marcia Allen.  With the help
and support from Beverley Bailey, Family Welfare Officer and Mr Cross,

Deputy Head, all but one of the students
have secured places at College or work
placements as part of their transition
programme.  Following the service, students and their staff
enjoyed a farewell meal at Cosmo which was thoroughly enjoyed
by all. We wish all of our students the very best of luck and look
forward to hearing of their successes in the future.  Further
pictures are available on the School website.



Fullbrook Allotment Opening

Mr Whittaker has been working with Fullbrook
Nursery through his SLE work in outdoor learning.
He was officially invited to attend the opening of
their allotment on 29th June where he was able to
witness his results first hand.  In recognition of his
involvement with the project he was presented
with a very personal and touching framed tribute
from the young people involved.  Well done Mr
Whittaker or should we say Dan, Dan the digging
man!

NON PAYMENT OF SCHOOL MEALS
Walsall Council have advised from that
with effect from Monday 26th June
2017 that when a pupil reaches 5 days
of non payment (£10) they will only be
offered a sandwich and piece of fruit for
their lunchtime meal.  If the debt
escalates to  £20 and no payment is
offered then the offer of the above will
be withdrawn and your child will be
declined any meal.  Any money that is
paid from this point will then be used to
address the outstanding balance and
meals will not be provided until the debt
reaches £0.  A copy of the LA letter
advising the above is available on the
parents/carers page of the school
website.

“It ain’t ‘arf ‘ot
Mum!”

On a blazing hot Thursday 6th July
2017, the Yr 10 Wider Key Skills
pupils held a BBQ for invited
guests as part of their ‘working
with others’ coursework. During
lessons leading up to the event,

the pupils had planned and    prepared for all aspects of
the day even deciding who would do what jobs includ-
ing the shopping – well done Tom Hill!
Unfortunately, when the day came, many of the local
residents and professional people who were invited had
to drop out at the last minute due to ill health or prior
appointments being rescheduled.
However, the day was saved not only by Ms Lloyd and
her hungry Yr 7c class, but other guests who visited
from around school which included Lynn and Dawn
from the office and our special guests the Mayor,
Councillor Marco Longhi and the Lady Mayoress who
appeared to really enjoy the day!
Well done to the majority of the WKS pupils for their

especially Harrison Bickley.  Also a big thank you to Mr

‘encouraging’ the BBQ coals to get going, as well as then

Yet again, the day would not have run so smoothly
without the help and
support of Ms Shaw and her
Yr 9 food technology
students—thank you.
Finally thanks to Grant,

teaching assistants who
were also a great help.
More pictures are  on the photo gallery page of the
website.

WEAR YOUR UNIFORM WITH PRIDE

At Elmwood we are proud of our school and part of this is the
way that the students present themselves. They voted for their

uniform and the vast majority wear it with pride.

school uniform which is grey top, black sweatshirt and/or a black
fleece containing the school logo, with black trousers and black

shoes or plain black trainers.

We will not be allowing pupils to wear leggings, track suit
or white trainers. Persistent offenders will be sent home

as it is not fair on the others for them to be allowed to flout our

Please ensure that, as you equip your child for next academic
year, you don't buy them items that do not comply with our very

reasonable and affordable uniform code.. If you need to
purchase new uniform for September, there is a school uniform

order form on our website or one can be obtained from the
school office.

Report by Mr S Hubbard, Headteacher



IMPACT MEETING
Helen and Dawn from Impact came into School and met
with the Year 11 students prior to them   leaving. Each
pupil in attendance signed up with Impact. This will allow
pupils to receive funding which will pay towards college
equipment and    materials in preparation for their next
steps. Funding will include bus fares and payment of a
summer programme ‘Stay Active’. This programme is for
2017 School leavers. There will be a range of activities
available from rock climbing, Thinktank, laser quest to Go
Ape.
It is hoped that the Year 11 pupils will enjoy their summer
programme supported by Impact coupled with the NCS
programme which many have already signed up to. A busy
summer all round!
Report by Beverley Bailey, Family Support Worker

MORE STUNNING MOSAIC WORK

This stunning art mosaic
work was created with an
artist in residence named
Wendy together with Mr
Francis.  The latest project
is two display pieces
consisting of four squared
mosaic sections within an
illuminated wooden
surround.  These have now
been hung in the reception
area and look amazing.

Well done to everyone involved in producing this
lovely piece of work which depicts scenes of life
at Elmwood.

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
FRANK F HARRISON BIKE LIGHT PROJECT

people.
scrambling track as well as a small training track for developing riding skills. The programme runs for 10 weeks

Please

School if you wish to apply for the project.

MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY

On Monday 10th July the
Year 7 pupils spent a lovely
day at the Botanical Gardens
in Birmingham courtesy of
the Mad Hatters Tea Party.
Students enjoyed the many

entertainers including clowns and balloon modellers
as well as spending time on the fair attractions.
Fortunately the weather was kind enabling pupils to
enjoy a picnic lunch and play on the outdoor park
area.  A very big thank you to Liz Ellis at the Mad
Hatters Charity for giving our young people such a
lovely day out and    memories to take home.  Pupils
are now busy writing
thank you letters to the
Charity which will also
go on the website
(photo gallery page)
together with more
photographs from the
day.

END/START OF TERM
INFORMATION

A reminder that pupils will break
up for the summer term on

TUESDAY 25TH JULY at 12.30
pm.  Pupils in Years 8 to 11 in

September will return on
Tuesday 5th September with

pupils joining in Year 7 will start
on Monday 11th September.


