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SPORTS DAY 2017

Our annual sports day took place on 20th July 2017 with Murray house team
winning the title; this means after five years of sports day all house teams have
won the house cup. It has taken Murray a long time to win and they even did it
in style breaking numerous school records along the way. Well done to all
those who competed on the day and thank you to all the parents and carers
who came along to support the pupils (despite the initial rain!). Mr Cross did an
amazing job of organising the field and got a little bit wet in the process.
Photographs are on the photo gallery page of the website.   A big thank you
also to Starbucks  at the Wharf in Walsall who kindly donated hot chocolate
and coffee  as part of our refreshment sales which together with the cakes
made by Ms Shaw helped to raise £42.50 for school fund.

New school records

Sports day results
Murray 340 points
Wiggins 330 points
Ainslie 310 points
Ennis 304 points

BTEC Sport and Sports Leaders

We are very proud to announce that four year 11 pupils secured a pass in BTEC Sport. Three pupils
secured a Level 1 pass while one pupil secured an overall Level 2 pass. These results are the School’s
best ever from any BTEC Sport cohort. So well done to Shani,  Jordan, Reace and Liam for all their
hard work over the two year course.  Report by Mr M Hawkes, PE Teacher

Event House Pupil Time / Distance

400m Yr 7 & 8 Murray Rico Maritza Yates 1.15.43 sec

Race Walking Yr 7 & 8 Ennis Sophie Clewley 1:10:43 sec

Race Walking Yr 9 & 10 Wiggins Jamie Ashford 1:09:06 sec

Shot Put Yr 9 & 10 Ainslie Harrison Bickley 10.13m

Javelin Yr 7 & 8 Ainslie Tyler Nutting 21.05m

Triple Jump Yr 7 & 8 Murray Rico Maritza Yates 7.50m

Triple Jump Yr 9 & 10 Wiggins Carl French 7.16m

High Jump Yr 7 & 8 Murray Rico Maritza Yates 1.45m



Progress and Achievement Event

Our summer term progress and achievement
event took place on Thursday 13th July when
parents and carers were able to discuss their
child’s summer term report and look at setting
challenging targets for the next academic year.
Forty one appointments were made with 27
parents and carers attending equating to a 65.85%
turnout.  In comparison with the previous year this
was a disappointing percentage and we would
encourage all parents and carers to try and attend
our next event taking place on 14th December
2017.

STAFFING NEWS

At the end of term we said goodbye to Leonie
Stokes, Teaching Assistant in nurture who has
relocated to London.  We wish  Leonie every
success for the future.

Sonia Cook, Family Welfare Officer, also
ended her time at Elmwood at the end of the
summer term after working many years at the
School.  We again send Sonia our sincere best
wishes with her new venture, which we hope is
a great success.

As a result of the above interviews took place
on 24th July for new staff.  With input from
the School Council Joanne Hughes, Julie
Powers and James Hawkins were the
successful candidates .  Joanne and Julie
joined the TA team at the start of term and
James is due to commence on 25th September
and will be working mainly with Bev Bailey.  A
warm welcome to our new colleagues.

Also in July Mr Bowen, English teacher, had a
very special birthday.  Unfortunately Mr
Bowen is currently away from School for
personal reasons but he was not forgotten
with a card and collection organised by staff
and we hope it is not too long before Mr
Bowen is able to return.  We send him our very
best wishes.

During the summer holidays Paul Middleton
and Charlotte Clarke, teaching assistants,
announced their engagement.  We send them
our warm congratulations.

Our kitchen team, Lynne and
Teressa, are looking even
smarter having received new
uniforms.  As Lynne
demonstrated it not only
looks good but is a far more
practical colour than white!

YEAR 9 ENJOY THEIR FINAL OUT AND ABOUT
VISIT OF THE SUMMER TERM

Some Year 9b pupils
have been working on
stories to do with
World War 1 and have
generally shown an
interest in the World
Wars so rather than

just go for ‘a walk on the Chase’, they were taken to
the Commonwealth War Cemetery on Cannock
Chase where they were very
respectful and quiet (!!!).

This was followed with a drive
to Marquis Drive and after a
short walk ended up at a
World War 1 hut, which the
volunteers had kindly agreed
to open up for us.  Here the
pupils looked at a large model
of Cannock Chase and how it
was laid out with two 20,000 men army camps one
hundred years ago.  Also shown on the model was
where Brocton Hospital was located for wounded
servicemen and the German POW camp.  The pupils
then saw the billet hut as laid out for the New
Zealand Rifles Battalion, trying the beds and
uniforms etc.  Pupils were very respectful and
listened to what Janice (volunteer) was telling them.
Report by Mr Holmes, Teacher

SCHOOL CLOSURE REMINDER

A reminder that School will be closed to pupils on
Wednesday 18th to Friday 20th October for staff
health and safety training days.  Pupils break up

therefore for the half term break on Tuesday 17th
and return on Monday 30th October.



Suggested Homework Activity

We all like to be told when something has gone well. Last year was our best ever and we have by far
the best staff team it has been my pleasure to work with.

As a school leadership team we try and give our staff as much praise as we can but research shows
that the most powerful praise for staff comes from the young people themselves.

It would be much appreciated if you could get your child to write a brief 'thank you' note to the
staff that have made the most difference to them over the past year. How and why has this member
of staff improved their experiences at Elmwood?

Thank you.  Report by Mr Hubbard, Headteacher

GRAND DESIGNS DAY

This year pupils
circulated a
series of
stations around
the School
where they
created their

own personalised Plaster of Paris mould,
painted their own pebble for the School
grounds, refurbished both quad gardens,
created wooden signs for School,
repaired the canopy  and created
elements for the forthcoming mountain
bike course, undertook tree dressing,
tidied overgrown areas around the
School boundary, amongst other
activities. Some pupils  also worked down
at the allotment site.

Thank you to all the
pupils for their hard
work (including our
visiting year 6
pupils), the staff
who accompanied
them around the
circuits and to the
station leaders in  particular. A selection
of photographs are on the photo gallery
page of our Website. Report by Mr D
Whittaker, Outdoor Learning  Teacher.

ADVENTURE CHALLENGE EVENT

The event, organised by Wide Horizons, (Bryntysilio
Outdoor Centre), took place in late July and was
held on Cannock Chase. Various School teams
aimed to complete the circuit by navigating around
a course and completing team challenges at
different stations along the way.

This year’s selected Year 7’s did well and supported
each other along the way particularly during the
‘blindline’ activity where good communication skills
were demonstrated. We enjoyed good weather and
also a picnic lunch along our route.

The pupils awarded their completer’s medals were
Adam Choudhury, Christopher Taylor, Ashley
Clewley, Billy Cunningham and Rhys Leach. Well
done also to the students who obtained sponsorship
money for the event. A big thank you to Mr
Trahearn for his work with the students during the
day.  Report by Mr D Whittaker, Outdoor Learning
Teacher.

INVESTORS IN PEOPLE REPORT

As previously mentioned the School was reassessed during
the summer term for the Investors in People Award.  We

have now received  our certificate of accreditation on
achieving the Gold Award.  The Gold Award is a very
challenging one to meet and is a measure of a quality

employer.  A copy of report produced by Howard Jones is
available on our School website on the news and links

section if you would like to find out more.  Well done to
everyone involved in achieving this award.



WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS/CARERS

Parents and Carers may be interested in a ten week
parenting course (understanding your child) being

organised by the Early Help Locality Team.  These are
taking place at various locations which are Brownhills
West School (13th September), Pelsall Village Centre
(12th October) and Birchills Children’s Centre (28th
September) from 1-3 pm.  Further details can be

obtained from Karina Maddox at Birchills Children’s
Centre on 01922 646574 or if you would like to book a

place.

CELEBRATING ATTENDANCE

Many congratulations to Alice Dewsbury in Year 8 who achieved 100% attendance for the
academic year 2016-2017.  This is a fantastic result and Alice was presented with a special
certificate and a £10 gift voucher in recognition of this achievement.

Well done also to Ms Lloyd (Head of nurture and Alice’s form tutor!) who also managed to
achieve 100% attendance for the year; again what an accomplishment and a healthy person Ms
Lloyd obviously is!

GOVERNOR NEWS

We will be saying farewell to Simon
Breakspear, parent governor, from the
Governing Body following his term of
office coming to an end on the 22nd
September.

Simon has been a great asset to the team
and his knowledge/expertise especially
around finance has been invaluable.  A
very big thank you to Simon for the
support and dedication he has given the
School during his four year appointment
and we wish him every success for the
future.

As a result of the above we are currently
seeking a new parent governor to take on
this role.  Details have been sent to all
parents/carers at the School and is also
available on the School website.  The
closing date for applications is 22nd
September 2017.  Please consider taking
a more active role in your child’s School.

MARVELLOUSME REMINDER

MarvellousMe is a an app which allows parents to
become more involved in their child’s School day
via a mobile phone or computer.  It alerts parents
and carers when their child receives a reward badge
or to a message sent by a member of staff.  It also
helps support a child’s learning and development
as well as celebrate their success.  All parents and
carers should have received a joining code and
instructions but please contact Dawn in the office
if you require a further copy.

EXAM SUCCESS

The 2017 results acknowledged some fantastic achievements as a
whole cohort as well as specific pupils. There have been many
changes to the way in which GCSEs have been recorded but this
shouldn’t take away from the dedication and hard work by pupils
during their time at Elmwood School. A successful achievement
across the core subjects was 92% of Year 11’s achieved a GCSE B-D
equivalent in English and 62% of Year 11’s achieved a GCSE B-D
equivalent in Maths; we also saw 80% of the BTEC First Award in
Performing Arts cohort secure at least a Level 1 Pass and the same
for the cohort in BTEC First Award in Sport.  Particular
acknowledgement goes to Shani Scott who has become the first
pupil EVER to achieve 5 x A*-C GCSE (equivalents), setting a
challenging target for the current Year 11’s who are taking it very
seriously and truly believe they too can achieve that (or even better).

92% of Year 11’s have secured a Post 16 destination and look
forward to commencing the next steps of their education with the
continued support from Bev Bailey and the rest of the Elmwood
Learning Community (past and present).  Report by Mr Lee Cross,
Deputy Head.


