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MAD HATTER’S CHRISTMAS PARTY—30.11.17

our Year 7 pupils to go to the above party organised by

Students were treated to a Christmas show, a hot
lunch and a visit to Santa.  This is what Rhys Humphries

in Year 7 had to say—”I found our trip entertaining because my friends and I
were all in a group.  I also felt entertained because our group had a laugh and a
bit of banter here and there.  My final entertainment reason is when there were
children from other Schools doing funny stuff like running onto the stage.  I
loved seeing the animals as well because I quite like wildlife”. A big thank you to

children can be found on the Supporters page of our School website.

PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT
EVENT

Our Autumn Term progress and
achievement event took place on
Thursday 14th December when all
p a r en t s / c a r e r s  we r e  g i v en
appointments to review their child’s
progress and look at targets for the
Spring term.  In addition pupils and
carers received a copy of their child’s
autumn term report. A big thank you
to the parents and carers who
braved the weather and came along
(49%). It was however disappointing
that some parents and carers were
unable to   attend which is upsetting
for the pupils concerned.  For future
reference our Spring Term date is
Thursday 22nd March 2018 which
will be for Years 9, 10 and 11 only
and the Summer Term date is
Thursday 12th July 2018.  Please try
and support your child’s progress at
Elmwood School.

FISHING GRANT

I have recently secured funding for a fishing
programme through Sportivate England, this is also
supported by the Fisheries Trust. The funding will
be spent on professional coaching by an Angling
Trust accredited coach, some new equipment for
our children and the cost of bait and travel.

Fishing has become very popular with our children
and many of them choose this as a Friday

afternoon reward activity. I am extremely proud of
our young people when they are out fishing as
they conduct themselves brilliantly. The feedback
from them is also extremely positive and many of
them pick this week after week. The programme
will be going ahead in the spring term and there
will be four sessions of an hour and a half for

only seven pupils. These pupils will be picked from
the many who attend  fishing regularly.
Report by Mr Simon Wood, Teacher.

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
FROM STAFF AND PUPILS AT ELMWOOD SCHOOL



HARD HITTING ASSEMBLY

A powerful assembly was delivered by PC Rob Pedley MBE on Friday 24th
November. The assembly centred around choices and consequences.  If you choose
to carry a knife the consequence could be fatal. One single knife wound can lead to
a fatality. Pupils were asked questions such as ‘why would someone choose to carry
a knife?’ The top answer was for protection.  The Officer made it clear that those
who carry a knife are more likely to become the victim. A knife does not protect.
Pupils listened to stories from families of children who had lost their lives. The
Officer then showed footage of a young man who had lost his life age 18 after being
stabbed outside a club.  The officer then introduced us to a lady who could give us
more detail; the  lady was his mum.

Joshua Ribera was a British rapper performing under the names Depzman and DJ
Depz, who died aged 18 after being stabbed at a Birmingham nightclub.

Mum described him as a troubled but lovely son who had Aspergers and ADHD.
After a brief spell in a Young Offenders Institute he decided to turn his life around.
One night he was performing in memory of his friend who had lost his life a year
earlier, Joshua got into a verbal altercation with an old rival. This led to the rival
coming back that night to carry out his revenge.  Mum described her last moments
with her son.  A very brave and powerful assembly and our gratitude goes out to
Alison Cope, our guest speaker who was also a 2015 Pride of Birmingham winner.  A
big thank you to PCSO Dave Bryan, our local community Police Officer, for his help
in organising the visit.  Report by Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Officer.

VARIETY CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

Four pupils in Year 7—Courtney, Jack H, Connor and
Mark were treated to an extra special day out on Friday
8th December when they went to a children’s
Christmas party at the Village Hotel in Solihull.  The
pupils were treated to entertainment, a buffet style

photographs taken.  We are very grateful to the Variety Club for their support and
giving our young people this memorable day out.  A big thank you also to the staff who accompanied the children

Mark reported that the pupils They had their faces painted and also
They were the first up on the dance floor

encouraging other schools to join in. They had fun with the entertainer "Charley Farley" and had a picture taken
with him. He said they were a very polite group and he liked Connor's
dancing! They were also very excited to see Santa and receive their Christmas
presents. All in all a great day out!

Unfortunately the Variety Club were unsuccessful in securing funding from the

More photographs are on the photo gallery page of the  School website.



STAFFING NEWS

Wedding bells will be ringing for
three members of staff who will be
getting married over the Christmas

period.

Firstly Patrick Hinsley, Teaching
Assistant, is getting married to his

partner Kelly on 21st December
closely followed by James Francis,

DT Teacher and Gemma Mayo, Maths
Teacher on 2nd January 2018.

We wish them all an excellent day
and send our very best wishes for

their future happiness.

Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Officer,
will sadly miss the last week of term
due to a planned operation.  We send

Bev our best wishes for a speedy
recovery.

Also over the holiday Tina Lloyd,
Assistant Headteacher, will be

celebrating a very special birthday in
style in New York.  We hope she has

a fabulous time and memorable
birthday.

THANK YOU

We are fortunate to have Dr
Alhaswani as our School

Paediatrician  who provides an
excellent service.  On her latest
visit to School on 6th December

she kindly left a large box of
tea bags which were shared

with each pupil base and
chocolates for staff to enjoy.

A very big thank you to Dr
Alhaswani the goodies which will

go down nicely.

DIARY DATES

Pupils return on Monday 8th January 2018.

All pupils who have achieved gold, silver or bronze status will
enjoy a reward trip on Friday 12th January 2018.

A number of  Year 7 students will be off to the Circus on Monday
15th January 2018.

LUCKY STUDENTS

The Early Help Team will be  making
Christmas extra special for a number of
pupils and their siblings following their
generosity in  providing Christmas gifts.
As you can see the filing room has been

transformed into Santa’s Grotto and
each child will be receiving a personalised
bag of goodies  suggested by our Family
Welfare Officers.  A very big thank you to
the Team who have made this possible, it
is so very much appreciated and will  help

put big smiles on lots of faces.

GOVERNOR NEWS

years, we will sadly be saying goodbye to Karen Sedgwick at
the end of the year.  Karen has recently taken on a
Headship and is not able to give the role the commitment
she would like.  We will miss Karen’s input and wish her
every success for the future.

We have been fortunate however to fill Karen’s post with
Sallyann Tuckwell joining the team.  Sallyann has lots of
Governor experience and currently works as a SENCO at a
local primary School.  A very warm welcome to Sallyann.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

14.12.17 when the two new Year 7 members were
warmly welcomed (Rhys and Charlie).  Agenda items
included  visits to Wolverhampton College, Health and
Safety, Take Over Day, Prevent and Eco Schools. Bev
Bailey praised the members for their behaviour and input

2018.



MESSING	ABOUT	ON	THE	WATER!It	is	no	wonder	out	and	about	lessons	are	so	popular.		As	you	can	see	from	the	pictures	our	young	people	enjoy	their	time	on	the	water	as	well	as	having	fun	on	land.		It	certainly	looks	idyllic.

CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING
James Hawkins and Bev Bailey,
Family Welfare Officers, have been
busy sourcing raffle prizes as part of
our  annual fundraising event.  This
has been massively helped by
Suzanne Hill, Parent Governor, at the
School who has not only donated a
raffle prize but has also helped to sell
£81 of raffle tickets; a brilliant
achievement. A very big thank you to
the following Companies who kindly
donated raffle prizes: Blakemore and
Sons Ltd, Think Tank Birmingham,
Wolves FC, Holiday inn Walsall,
Dudley Zoological Gardens
Snow Dome, Silver Blades Ice Rink
and Chasewater Railways. Thank you
to Ms Shaw for the cakes that were
made and sold too. As a result we
were able to raise a grand total of
£199.26 for School funds.

LET IT SNOW (AND IT DID!)

Unfortunately School had to
close for health and safety
reasons on Monday 11th and
Tuesday 12th December due to
the snowy/icy conditions.  A big
thank you to parents/carers for
their support and also to staff

who helped to clear the paths
and car park of lying snow on
their return on the 13th.

Ashley in Year 8 made the
most of the snow that had
fallen on Friday 8th by making

what must be
the smallest snowman—well done
Ashley it looks like you had fun.

It is important that parents/carers notify
the office of any change in contact
details so that we can keep you
informed of any future closures.  Our

School website will also post any information on
enforced closures.

YEAR 7 VISIT DRAYTON
MANOR PARK

With thanks to Ms Mayo,
Maths Teacher, Year 7 pupils
enjoyed a trip to Drayton

Manor Park on Tuesday 5th December.  Organised by
the Rotary Club, we were given free tickets to the theme
park so with Mr Francis as trip leader pupils and staff
headed off for a fun day.  We are very grateful to the
Rotary Club for their continued support in enabling our
young people to experience these fun events.

PARTICIPATION EVENT FOLLOW UP

On Thursday 23rd November we went to
Walsall Town Hall to participate in the young

people’s takeover day to speak with
representatives from Health, Police, Children’s

Services and Education.

There were other Schools and organisations
there which were Ormiston Shelfield

Academy, Youth of Walsall, Respect Group
and the Young Carers Group.

Our questions were ‘Lots of primary pupils are
still being excluded from School.  This has
been due to my diagnosis of Aspergers and

ADHD.  How are primary children being
assessed and diagnosed and what are staff

doing to support before exclusion’.  The
response to this question was ‘Children’s

Services will look at how many children are
excluded who have a disability and they will
put extra support in primary schools to help
and support the diagnoses along with the
schools’.  The other question was ‘What

support will be in place in Post 16 education?
There are no specialist settings which manage
behaviour.  I have autism and PDS which can

display with behaviour difficulties’.  The
response was ‘A lot of money was put into

Walsall College and the WACC therefore they
will help support students with behaviour

difficulties’.
In my opinion it has helped my confidence

and my public speaking skills which will help
in my out of school activities (St John’s

Ambulance and Football).
Report by Thomas Carter (Yr 11) and Sophie

Clewley (Yr 9).


