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SUPPORTING COMIC RELIEF

On Friday 15th March 2019 pupils and staff
were able to support the above   charity

through a non uniform day.   Donations of a £1
or more were sought and  helped to raise £77

for this good cause.

NEW ‘BODY’ IN SCHOOL

Thanks to Jack in Year 8, we
have a new body  in School in
the form of ‘Billy Bones’ a
build your own  skeleton that
he has kindly donated to

worry it's only a model. Billy Bones has got
his head back on and the pupils are loving

together again. Billy will be a great asset
to the  science department and pupils will
enjoy using it as well as reading the
accompanying books.  We are very
grateful to Jack for this useful piece of
equipment.

SUCCESSFUL INTERVIEWS

We are pleased to confirm that the School now has a three

six.  Following successful interviews on Friday 8th March,
Mrs Gemma Francis, Mr Chris Bowen and Ms Beverley

other Schools on the subject areas of Maths, English and

members and acknowledges the high calibre  of staff

involved, we are proud of your achievement.

TRAINING DAY REMINDER

A reminder that the School will be
closed to pupils on Friday 12th

April as it is a staff training day.

TCHOUKBALL HOUSE CUP TOURNAMENT 2019
The tchoukball house cup 2019 took place this spring
term with a massive turnout of pupils participating. Well
done to all those who participated for their house and
gave their all. The results were as follows;

Lower school (year 7 and 8)
1st: Ainslie
2nd: Ennis

3rd: Murray
4th: Wiggins

Upper school (year 9, 10 and 11)
1st: Wiggins
2nd: Murray
3rd: Ainslie
4th: Ennis

Once again Wiggins retained the upper School house
cup for  tchoukball; they have now won the completion
two years in a row. Ainslie winning in the lower school
house cup proves that you can never write off the
underdog, they have remained dormant for a few years
before winning this event.
Report by Mr Hawkes, PE Teacher
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to talk openly and without judgement. They were asked to be honest with thoughts and feeling regarding the service of CAMHS and their

 All the children had some experience with CAMHS.

 Their opinion of CAMHS as a whole was GOOD.

 e.


 and

 intment


 The young people stated that they had the chance to communicate their thoughts and feeling in an appointment if they wished to do so.

 However, when given a diagnosis, the young person felt that it was not explained to them suitably and felt underwhelmed with the

 The young people suggested that services in the interim of the referral to CAMHS and being seen could be improved, awareness in schools
and access support for their concerns.

 The young people suggested that the assessment carried out by CAMHS could be more accessible, for example could be carried out in
esponse.

 The young people suggested that “social skills” classes could be available in schools, each child/young person choosing a topic they would
like support with. ie Speech and Language therapy etc.


 The young people suggested that teaching should be tailored to their needs and learning style to help support their learning process.

 The young people suggest that they wold benefit by having that one person (professional) they can talk in school and go to when they need
heir school

years.

 et their
-being, having to leave friends behind and new

surroundings.

 support
from teachers equipped with the relevant skills.

 The young people also suggested that having the chance to talk about their diagnosis with fellow pupils helps them to understand each
other and aids them support each other.



 and be support

to have the confidence to do so.

 The young people suggest that it would be beneficial for them to be able to interview their teachers, as they are going to be support them

 The young people felt it would be beneficial for schools to have a council for the pupils as this would allow them to discuss concerns and
support each other.

 - knowing who you work well with.




 ed

 The young people highlighted the need of knowing the professional from CAMHS by name and building a rapport with them.
Report by Bev Bailey, Family Outreach Coordinator



IKEA Birmingham

The following case study report was
sent from the Woodland Trust to

‘Pupils at a Walsall secondary school will be able to plant
and care for more than 400 trees thanks to a helping hand
from IKEA. Woodland Trust Free Tree packs have been
donated to Elmwood School in Rushall, which caters for

nurture the small saplings and help them steadily grow tall.

Dawn Canham of Elmwood School said: “Thanks so much

grow.”

IKEA’s support for the charity:

“IKEA is helping us bring the benefits of

It’s vital that children maintain a

watching them grow will hopefully
inspire a love of nature that will stay with the children for
life.
“These trees will enhance the local environment by

Thank you so much for your support IKEA; we couldn’t
achieve this without you.”

STAFFING NEWS

Leon Donaldson and Jenna Wilkins (teaching assistants)  continue to be absent from work and we send them our
best wishes.  However we were pleased to welcome Di Cadman back on Monday 25th March after her operation in
January, Di has been missed by both pupils and staff alike and it is lovely to see her around School again.

Unfortunately, Dawn Nicholls (teaching assistant) in nurture will be absent for a number of weeks following a fall
resulting in a fractured knee.  We wish Dawn a very speedy recovery and hope she is soon on the mend.

Charlotte Clarke and Paul Middleton (teaching assistants) have shared with staff and pupils their exciting news
that they will be having an addition to the family with a baby due at the end of August. Charlotte is blooming and
will hopefully be able to carry on working with Year 8c until the end of the summer term.

Mr Hawkes, PE Teacher, enjoyed a milestone birthday on Tuesday 5th March when he was presented with cards
and gifts from staff.  Congratulations Mr Hawkes.

PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT
EVENT

A reminder that our Spring term
progress and achievement event is
taking place on Thursday 4th April.

Appointments can be made via
Dawn Canham in the Office for a
convenient time to meet with key

staff who work with your child.
Please try and come along and

celebrate your child’s achievements
as well as set targets for the summer

term.

NEW VEHICLES

On Friday 1st March the School
took delivery of two new 9 seater
vehicles which, apart from looking
smart, meant they were the new
number 19 plates.  These vehicles
are vital in the delivery of aspects
of the curriculum as well as for
recreational use.  It was pleasing to
receive the condition reports on the
two vehicles that were returned to
the Hire Company which was very
positive with only a small charge
being payable.  A big thank you to
Chris Bowen, English Teacher, who
made sure that the vehicles were
looking their best ahead of being
returned.



VISIT BY ZOOLAB ON WEDNESDAY 6TH MARCH 2019

This half term Elmwood welcomed Zoolab and some of their wonderful creatures into
the Science lab. Key stage 3 pupils were able to get close to the animals. Some of the

VISIT TO THE MUSIC HUB

On Friday 8th March the singing group had an amazing experience
when they were given the opportunity to record three of their songs in

a professional recording studio.
Henry (Y10), Connor (Y8), Kacey (Y9), Ollie (Y8), Callum (Y11), Tyrone

(Y11), Rianna (Y7) and Rhys (Y9) accompanied myself and Mr Damms to

Dreams’, ‘This is me’ and ‘Never Again’ in a professional studio using
microphones and experiencing the lifestyle of a musician.

These were the songs that they sung at the Christmas performance with pupils saying
“I thought it was lovely and I enjoyed singing and listening to the
recordings of the songs, being able to sing in a proper studio was

great!” (Connor, Yr 8)
“I thought it was brill, it was like being a pop star!” (Kacey, Yr 9)

quality music service to the community. Report by Mr Webb, Drama Teacher

BIG BANG STEM VISIT
On Wednesday 13th March the Maths and Science departments collaborated and took some of our  wonderful

science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) for young people in the UK.

had about jobs and careers. The students were (as ever) an absolute credit to us at Elmwood and showed
many other school groups how they should conduct themselves when in large, busy

environments! Rhys in Year 9 managed to grill the computer science and coding reps about future careers.
Pupils loved the army tanks and the helicopter and Rianna  in Year 7 completed the army challenge and

Science

Big battery challenge
Elmwood has entered the Duracell battery challenge where we are collecting and
recycling as many batteries as possible before June. We have a collection box in the
science lab and some pupils have taken a box home to recycle batteries they might
already have. All schools are entered into a prize draw and have the chance to win
£2000 of school equipment vouchers, ipads and certificates and trophies. If you
have any used batteries at home please send them in to Mrs Whittlestone.
Report by Mrs Whittlestone, Lead Teacher of Science


