Minutes from School Council Meeting 23rd April 2018

Pupils in attendance –LDi, TPe, ACl, SCl, CHa,RLe, KSa, CLa, TCa
Apologies HBi
Staff in attendance – BBa, JHa
Agenda (actions in red)
Welcome – Bev welcomed pupils to their 4th School Council Meeting since September 2017.  School council walked in and sat quickly. They conducted themselves professionally as expected. 
Review of previous meeting 7th February 2018
Pathways Trolley/waste– Much better since Julie has supported. Familiar face and dinners are on time. LDi, TCa reported that everything is working well.
CEOP – Assembly went ahead and council now understand that this is used to report anything inappropriate online.
Marking and Feedback – Bev fed back to SLT comments from previous meeting. Staff received additional training and a morning was given to feedback to pupils. 
School Council reported that this did happen. SCl said she now receives more verbal feed back and is aware of her belt colours. All Yr group representatives were able to give an example of feedback including mentoring feedback and knew where to look for their belt colours. 
Bev asked the older more experienced council members to explain to the Yr 7 representatives what happens during the interviewing of new staff.  LDi, SCl, TCa, RLe and ACle were able to explain this in depth. 
Rabbit Naming – LDi was happy that his suggestion of CHUBBS received most vote’s from the whole school.  
Health & Safety – Toilets no longer have urine on the floors. Staff checking has clearly helped.  Lynn - Council have asked for more hand sanitizer in school. 
Coat hooks – Coat hooks from previous meeting have not yet been actioned.  Lynn to speak with caretaker. Additional hooks required in 11a, 11b, 10a, 10b, 8a, 7c.
School council badges – Awaiting delivery – (Thank you Lynn for sourcing the badges)
Today’s agenda
Eco Schools – Mr Whitaker asked school council to decide where 3 outdoor bins could be sited?  These will be made from old pallets during grand design day. Council discussed and felt 4 bins would be more beneficial or 3 if the one on the sports field is repaired or made larger.
Ideas fed back – School field as the old bin has a hole and 1 bin during events is not enough. The council feel it is everybody’s responsibility to inform the office when the bin is full.
Outside the main large school gate.  This will allow people to dispose of rubbish on entry to the premises eg – McDonalds waste.
Outside the gate with intercom – To allow rubbish off transport to be placed immediately in the bin and visitors can dispose of waste prior to meetings etc.
Back of school near the cages. Mr Whitaker to feed back to Mr Francis
Reading aloud (RAP) – Council representatives were asked if they knew what RAP meant.  This caused quite a chuckle listening to their ideas.  Bev explained that the school have 3 RAP (raising achievement plan) targets for this year; reading aloud being one. They asked what our other 2 targets were. They did not understand why we have staff well-being as a target until we discussed. 
Question – 	Do you read aloud? Yes for 7a and 7c (no representative from 7b to clarify) Yr 7 representatives did say that reluctant readers do read aloud during their literacy planet session.
Yes for 8a, 8b, 8c. ADe reads aloud to Mr Hawkins and he reads aloud to ADe each day with expression. 
10a – Yes.  10b - 2 pupils never read aloud according to LDi but the others do.
11a representative said rarely. 11b Yes. 
(most reading aloud occurs during English)
Do staff read aloud? Yes during English and literacy planet plus some during social time 
		What do you think about reading as a whole? 
“When you read aloud you do become more confident” (LDi). KSa happy to read out aloud and enjoys reading. CHa is aware that some pupils are less confident however literacy planet is supporting these pupils. TPe said it is sometimes boring listening to people read. 9’s used to enjoy reading with Mr Francis last year. Council do enjoy reading the magazines provided. SCl is a confident reader. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]More specific questions have been provided by Mr Cross in preparation for the next council meeting regarding reading – Bev to raise with school council at that meeting – see below
· During social reading are staff (either TA’s or Teacher” reading aloud with you. 
· Would you say that this is expressive and relevant to the book? 
· Pupils general views on reading within school and for enjoyment.
Aspirations – TCa talked about his St John Badge and his out of school activities. CLa enjoys fishing, Rugby outside of school. SCl spoke about St John. TPe plays on his game within the home and does not want to participate in out of school activities. LDi is disappointed all of the youth clubs have closed in his area.  Currently enjoys football on a Friday.
James Hawkins – provide a list of youth clubs and send out to parents/carers with the next newsletter. The majority of School council said it would help prevent anti-social behaviour 
Magazines – Current list provided by Lynn as subscription is up for renewal. Lynn to cancel National Geographic and Yoga.  Replace with a makeup/hair or a girls interest magazine. Any appropriate gaming magazine has also been requested.
Rewards and Activities. – Representatives were very proactive. A huge thank you to TCa, LDi, RLe, SCl, CHa, KSa who organised this themselves. They were asked at the start of the week to speak with their base. Not only did they do this but they provided the paperwork and questions.  
Friday activities suggestions – Dodgeball -2, Biking on site – 3, Athletics, Boxing/Martial Arts – 4, Car washing/fund raising, Movies – 2, Various sports – 4, Music – 2, Gardening, Hide & Seek, Pokemon, Chess Club, Card tournament – yugioh/pokemon etc. Walking, Yoga, Bingo, Swimming, Table tennis, Darts, Arboretum, arts/crafts, rock climbing, kites, bird watching, fossil hunting, archery
Reward suggestions – Go karting – 4 (we have now found a cheap venue which opens at 10 am) Telford Park, Beacon Park, Paintball – 4, Aldridge airport, Swimming – 4, bubble football, laser quest -3, beach day, Segway (too expensive) Drone Racing (maybe  a science stem area) Go Ape – 4, Water sports, fishing day, Sea Life Centre, Think Tank, Safari Park, Conkers -2, Soft Archery, Zorbing, Epic Skate Park, .22 air rifle shooting, wake boarding, dry slope skiing, Wolf Mountain, Sheepwash Farm, cinema, mountain biking, Beaudesert park/activity centre, restaurant meal, ice skating, zoo -2, inflatables on school field, RAF Cosford, Warwck Castle, Essington Fruit Farm.
Why or what makes ‘YOU’ successful at Elmwood? – This question was asked to seek opinions and open up dialogue.
· Staff understand us
· Staff are supportive
· Teachers encourage without asking the unachievable
· Honesty of staff
· Students have a voice
· We like this school
· We choose the staff during interview
· We are listened to
AOB
Footballs – Some classes have a football and others do not. Mr Cross to ensure all classes are able to have access to a football and access to pumps.
Date of next meeting – Tuesday 17th July at 10.10. Venue - library
Thank you all for attending.
