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Mad Hatter’s Christmas Party

Pupils in Year 7 were lucky to receive an
invitation to attend the annual
Christmas Party at Dudley Zoo
organised by the Mad Hatter’s Charity.
Unfortunately the weather on Monday
30th November was not ideal with wind
and rain but this did not detract from
both pupils and staff having a great time—in fact Mr Webb
said it was the best trip he had ever been on! Pupils were
treated to a hot lunch as well as a visit to Santa where they
received a gift of a crystal growing set.

VISIT FROM LOCAL M.P

On Friday 11th December
Elmwood had a visit from

MP for Aldridge/Brownhills
together with Maria Smith her
Secretary.

Both joined our school council and
assembly. Wendy was impressed that we had a
school council as this is not always evident in
schools. Wendy was surprised at the range of
items to be discussed on the agenda ranging from
the library to the homeless. During the assembly
Wendy noted the quick pace in order to keep
pupils engaged. Wendy was again surprised and
pleased at the range of topics covered.

Following on from this Wendy and Maria had a

answer session with Simon Hubbard
(Headteacher), Sonia Cook and Beverley Bailey
(Family Welfare Officers).

Report by Mrs B Bailey.

VISITS TO GERMAN MARKET

Pupils in all year
groups  have had
the opportunity
during out and
about lessons to
v i s i t  t h e
B i r m i n g h a m
German Market.  It looks as if students in
Year 10a are loving the food stalls and Reace
certainly looked comfortable on the throne!

Photographs will be
put on the School
website.

A big thank you to Mr
Whittaker and Mr
Holmes for organising
the trips.

A very happy Christmas and New Year from everyone at Elmwood School.



IT LOOKS IMPRESSIVE LIAM!

Students are enjoying their DT lessons with Mr Francis who has
been busy modernising the department with new equipment.

The latest item to be put in the display cabinet is this working
radio that Liam Clarke in Year 10 has made.

The quality of the work is excellent and its eye catching design
makes it stand out—well done Liam.

ATTENDANCE
REWARD TRIP

All students who
achieved 100%  (13
in all) for the first

half of the Autumn
Term  were

rewarded with a trip to Drayton Manor Park on Tuesday
1st December.   Despite the weather not being brilliant and not many rides being open, students still
had a good day out and a big thank you to Gemma Mayo, Teacher, who obtained the free tickets for

School.

STAFFING NEWS

Alice Poppitt, who has been working on supply as a Teaching Assistant, ended her
time in nurture on Friday 4th December.  Alice has secured a six month post at
another Special School but is hoping to return to Elmwood at some point in the future
as she enjoys working here so much.  Keep in touch Alice and good luck.

Helen Castley has been working on supply at the School this term teaching Maths.
Unfortunately Helen’s time at the School will come to an end when we break up for
Christmas and we wish her every success for the future.

Interviews took place on Wednesday 9th December for the  Maths teacher post and
we are pleased to confirm that  Gemma Mayo was successful in securing the Lead
Teacher of Maths.  Many congratulations to Gemma on her promotion, it’s very much
deserved.

Unfortunately Hilary Shaw, Food Technology Teacher, will not be in School for a few
weeks due to an operation.  We look forward to welcoming Hilary back during the
Spring Term and send her our very best wishes.



PROGRESS & ACHEVEMENT AFTERNOON

Our Autumn Term review and target setting event took place on Wednesday 9th December which
was attended by 67% of parents and carers which is an improvement of 7% from the summer term.
During these appointments copies of the Autumn Term reports were presented and discussed.
These sessions seem to be favourably received and we hope parents/carers find them useful. A big
thank you to parents and carers for their contributions at the sessions and also to those parents
who provided positive comments.

CHRISTMAS	FAYREOur	Christmas	fundraising	fayre	took	place	on		Thursday	10th	December	when	stalls,	craft	items	Father	Christmas	were	on	hand	and	helped	to	raise	over	£330.		A	big	thank	you	to	our	Supporters	of	Sainsburys,	The	Black	Country	Museum,	Tamworth	on	the	day	were	representatives	from	NCS,	WPH	Counselling	and	Lucy	from	Sensory	Wise.		
Bethany	Read	(pupil)	who	won	Snowdome	tickets,	Dawn	Nicholls	(Teaching	Assistant)	Sherry,	Logan	won	a	Bailey’s	cake	made	by	Ms	Reece,	J’Ermiel’s	mom	in	Year	7	won	a	bottle	of	brandy	and	Helen	Osborne	(Yr	9	Carer)	had	tickets	for	the	Black	Country	Museum.				The	entrance	prize			Congratulations	to	Reace	in	Year	10	who	chose	the	right	name	for	the	reindeer	and	won	a	large	woven	illuminated	reindeer	kindly	made	and	donated	by	Helen	Osborne,	Assistant)	walked	away	with	a	delicious	Christmas	cake	made	by	Ms	Shaw.We	had	amazing	support	from	parents/carers	and	also	from	the		Phoenix	and	Oakwood	Schools	who	turned	up	despite	the	wet	weather.A	big	well	done	to	all	the	drama	students	who	took	to	the	stage	and	performed	a	variety	of	song	and	dance	routines	which	all	helped	to			create	a	lovely	atmosphere—you	were	all	stars.We	were	able	to	offer	a	variety	of	items	on	sale	that	had	been	made	by	our	young	people	as	well	as	items	made	by	staff	so	sincere	thanks	to	Mr	Francis—DT	Teacher,	Ms	Shaw—Food	Technology	Teacher	and	Lisa	Pugh—Teaching	Assistant	for	their	hard	work.Mr	Damms	made	an	excellent	Father	Christmas	and	it	was	also	nice	to	see	some	old	colleagues	namely	Steve	Hare	and	Emma	Gathercole	back	at	School.		Finally	a	big	thank	you	to	Bev	and	Sonia	who	helped	to	organise	the	event	and	to		the	following	par-ents/carers	Nicola	Ravenscroft,	Zoe	Carter,	Sue	Davis	and	Helen	Osborne	who	helped	on	stalls	and	also	to	Dawn	Nicholls	who	gave	up	her	free	time	to	run	the	tombola	stall.Our	thanks	also	to	Wyevale	Garden	Centre	for	the	loan	of	a	real	Christmas	tree	and	to	Di	Cadman	for	all	her	support	with	the	event.



WOOLLY HAT DAY

We will be once again supporting St Mungo’s
Broadway,  on Friday 29th January 2016 by wearing
a hat and donating £1 to the above Charity.  St
Mungo’s support around 25,000 people ever year to
help rebuild their lives as a result of homelessness.

Staff and students are also welcome to wear their
festive jumpers to the whole School Christmas meal
on 17th December.  If anyone wants to make a
donation, all proceeds will be passed on to St
Mungo’s.

MASSAGE IN SCHOOL PROGRAMME
The Massage in Schools Programme is a unique,
child-centered massage programme  which helps
improve relationships and social skills amongst
children.   We have had two members of staff
trained (Kerry Bowen and Charlotte Clarke) who
have been showing staff and students how to put
this into action.

The feedback from
everyone has been very positive and we hope that
over the coming months the benefits from this
practice will be evident.

A number of parents and carers were also able to
enjoy a massage by Sue Buckley from Sentir Bien
Aromatherapy on 7th & 8th December.

DIDN’T SHE DO WELL

A big thank you to
Sophie in Year 7 who

kindly put up and
decorated the School

Christmas tree in
reception.  Sophie made
an  excellent job and the

School is now looking
very festive.

FIRE ALARM CONCERN

We have recently had in influx of fire
alarm activations by certain students
which results in whole school evacuation
causing disruption to learning as well as
safeguarding issues.

From 1st January 2016 we will be
requesting a £10 contribution from
parents/carers towards the cost of
repairing fire alarm boxes and security
call out fees.

Thank you for your support in this
matter.

TRAINING DAY REMINDER

A REMINDER THAT PUPILS RETURN TO

SCHOOL ON TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY

2016 FOLLOWING THE CHRISTMAS

BREAK..


