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Background Information
Elmwood School has regard for the DfE “Sex and Relationship Education Guidance” (2000) and OfSTED report of Sex and Relationships (2006). However, we also support the many committees who are tirelessly promoting the compulsory teaching of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE), which has resulted in Justine Greening (Education Secretary) to reconsider the decision previously tabled in 2013 to keep SRE and PSHE as non-compulsory subjects within the National Curriculum. 

In a recent report by Lisa Nady (2013) she raised many concerns that face our pupils on a day to day basis:
· A lack of understanding of what good relationships actually look like. 
· Limited understanding around consent and the law. 
· A curriculum that doesn’t fully equip the future generation to make informed choices. 
· A curriculum that doesn’t address the significant risk of on-line exposure to our pupils. 
These observations have compounded the drive for Elmwood’s learning community to be fully equipped and receive age appropriate sex and relationships education (in addition to the programme offered through the science curriculum). 


Ethos
SRE is lifelong learning about physical, sexual, moral and emotional development. It is about the understanding of the importance of stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care, family life. It involves acquiring information, developing skills and forming positive beliefs, values and attitudes. It is about the teaching of sex, sexuality and sexual health. Research demonstrates that good, comprehensive sex and relationship education does not make young people more likely to become sexually active at a younger age. 
The Governing Body believe that learning about their own physical sexual development, together with an awareness of their relationships with others, can greatly enhance the pupils' ability to lead their lives competently and with fulfilment. A good sex and relationships education programme can also enhance self-esteem and self-confidence.  
We encourage pupils to take increasing responsibility for their actions and their learning and value all staff and pupils as individuals worthy of respect and dignity. 

Content
We are committed to the delivery of sex and relationship education as part of a comprehensive Personal, Social and Health Education programme.  National and LA guidance will inform the content of the Sex and Relationship Education element of the programme. 
The aims of the Sex and Relationship Education programme are: 
• To provide knowledge and information to which all pupils are entitled; 
• To clarify/reinforce knowledge pupils already have; 
• To help pupils understand their sexual feelings and behaviour; 
• To develop skills (language, decision-making, assertiveness) which are necessary in a range of situations; 
• To give practice of strategies which reduce the risk of exploitation, misunderstanding or abuse; 
• To promote acceptable, appropriate behaviour in public and private situations;
• To raise pupils’ self-esteem and confidence, especially in their relationships with others and to enable students to be active members of society; 
• To support pupils’ access to information and facilities; 
• To develop positive values and a moral framework that will guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour; 
• To enable students to understand the consequences of their actions and to behave responsibly within sexual and pastoral relationships; 
• To communicate effectively by developing appropriate terminology for sex and relationship issues; 
• To develop student awareness of their sexuality and understanding of human sexuality;  
• To challenge sexism and prejudice, and promote equality and diversity;                           
• To enable students to understand the reasons for having protected sex; 
• To ensure students have sufficient information and skills to protect themselves and, where they have one, their partner from uninvited/unwanted conceptions and sexually transmitted infections including HIV; 
• To be aware of sources of help and acquire the skills and confidence to access confidential health advice, support and treatment if necessary; 
• To know how the law applies to sexual relationships. 

Organisation
A basic programme of sex and relationships education is part of every child's entitlement, planned according to individual and group needs. 
Support is offered to any member of staff who is uncomfortable in delivering a topic area, but where appropriate the form tutor will be the lead for their own class as they and the teaching assistants working with the group know them best. 

Delivery
Some aspects of Sex and Relationship Education will be taught within the Science National Curriculum and is compulsory. The school will contact you when we will be delivering this topic area so that you can support and prepare for the range of questions that you may face during this period of time. 
Equal Opportunities
Most of the lessons take place in curriculum groups. However, there will be times when pupils will be grouped according to their development and maturity, and others when an individual requires specific information. 

Learning Experiences
Pupils will be given opportunities to learn about the subject through a variety of different media. Examples range from information through video material, reference books, direct teaching, role play, educational visits, outside speakers, Internet and discussion. 





Staff
Teachers will not be expected to undertake specific sex and relationship education without the support of colleagues. Attendance at training courses will be available for teachers who request it. A teacher who has strong reservations about sex and relationship education, or particular aspects of it, will not be required to deliver that part of the programme. Although overall responsibility rests with the teaching staff, non-teaching staff may be involved in planning and will take part in classroom work. They also have a major part to play in the training and supervision of pupils' personal hygiene. The School Nurse Team and other agencies (Sexual Harmful Behaviours; Sexual Health Nurse) may take part in delivering certain aspects. 

Partnership with parents
An understanding of parents' personal and cultural values should enable the school staff to provide an appropriate sex education programme for all pupils. However, we acknowledge that parents can action their rights to withdraw their child from specific elements of the sex and relationship education, we would ask them to consider what are the justifications in doing so and to contact a member of the Senior Leadership Team prior to starting the prescribed learning to share these thoughts and feelings (as some of these may be miss-guided). If you want your child to be withdrawn from sex and relationships education this will have to be done on an annual basis, and maybe discussed through the child’s annual review process as it is important that any consent is based on the changing needs of the child involved. If a child is of the age of 16 years old we will also gain consent from them to participate in sex and relationships education.  
 
Confidentiality
As a general rule a child's confidentiality will be maintained by the teacher or member of staff concerned. However, pupils will be made aware that some information cannot be kept confidential, and that if disclosures are made, certain actions will ensue. The pupil will be offered sensitive and appropriate support. 
The following procedures will be adhered to by all adults: 

a)  Disclosure or suspicion of possible abuse – 

The School's Child Protection Procedures will be invoked. 

b)  Disclosure of pregnancy or request for advice on contraception – 

Pupils will always be encouraged to talk to their parent(s) first. The pupil will be asked if she/he can tell her/his parent(s) and if she/he requires help in doing so. If this takes place, subsequent responsibility lies with the parent(s). If the pupil refuses to tell her/his parent(s), the adult should report the incident to the headteacher who will refer the pupil to a health professional, and consult with that professional about informing the pupil's parent(s). 

Answering difficult questions 
Occasionally a child will ask an explicit or difficult question in a group discussion. The school believes that staff must use their skill and discretion in these situations. The question does not have to be answered immediately; it might be more appropriate to speak to the individual later, or to defer answering until further advice has been obtained. As part of the sex and relationship education programme issues such as contraception, abortion, HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, sexual preferences and sexuality will be addressed. Facts will be presented in an objective and balanced way. Pupils will be made aware of the difference between fact and opinion. 
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