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As part of a much wider school improvement project to improve early years outcomes across the Black Country, Dan Whittaker was deployed as an SLE with the local aims on helping to improve adult interactions in the outdoor learning environment. 

As part of the SLE deployment within the project for Tameside Primary School, Dan was commissioned for 4 half day sessions working in turn with each of the three Reception teachers and the nursery class teacher. 

Project Outline 
· To use the knowledge and skills of an SLE outdoor learning specialist to create a vegetable patch alongside practitioners and children and model high quality interactions within it. To work towards the wider project aims of improving EYs outcomes within the school.  
  
Project Aims 
· To engage children in the meaningful experience of creating a vegetable growing patch within their outdoor learning environment. 
· The area will provide a sustainable starting point for teachers to continue to plan meaningful, engaging activities to support children’s language and mathematical development through growth and nature activities.
· To model high quality adult interactions in the outdoor environment which support children’s problem solving and language skills. 
· For teachers to observe high quality interactions and reflect on their own skills/strategies.

Project Outcomes and Impact with the school. 
The impact of the wider project was measured using the Early Years Childhood Environmental Rating Scales (ECERS-3), measured first in October 2017 and re-audited to measure impact in July 2018. Overall the setting improved from 3.6  to 5 (where 3 is minimal, 5 is Good and 6/7 outstanding). Specific subsections that relate to Outdoor SLE involvement were, those linked to science and nature scales, these improved from 1s and 2s to 4s. The improvement in the quality of Adult interaction was very evident improving from 2 to 6s/7s.  

In summary, Dan’s part of the project resulted the creation of an outdoor growing area in which the staff and children are actively engaged in continuing to develop and learn. Adults were observed using the area and supporting child’s learning through improved higher quality interactions. These interactions did not happen prior to the area being created. 

Additional areas of impact were also seen on staff morale and wellbeing as they enjoyed using the area and showed pride in continuing to develop it. The new learning area, provides a tangible outcome from the project that supported staff in seeing the overall benefit of the wider project. It has become a sustainable part of the outdoor learning environment for each consecutive cohort to benefit from. 



Early Years Pupil Premium Wood Work Project 
at Fullbrook Nursery School

During the Summer term 2018, some of the EYPP pupil premium children were engaged in wood working project facilitated by Dan Whittaker, SLE Outdoor Learning. Woodwork was chosen as an intervention because research demonstrates that these activities provide;
· A meaningful context for children to learn and apply mathematical knowledge
· Support children to develop self-regulation skills,
· Focus and extend children’s listening and attention 
· Develop oracy skills. 

Some children were selected due to low PSE and speaking baseline scores. Other children were chosen as a more able group, whose baseline was on track, the aim being to exceed expectations at the end of the year and prevent future decline in progress, which national data indicates is more likely to happen to this vulnerable group. 
The aims of the 8 week project are for children to make better than expected progress so that they are able to;  
· Understand and use language at age expected levels.
· Use mathematical language to begin solving problems at age expected levels,
· Comment on why and how things work.
 
Meaning Learning Contexts
Weekly activities provide children with a range of wood working skills, fine motor movements and new problem solving challenges. All the children were highly engaged in the activities, within the ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development), new learning became secure and children applied and demonstrated mathematical knowledge. Levels of concentration and listening skills were beyond age expected levels. Products created were shared weekly with parents with a focus on the learning that had happened as a result. 
Dan is an inspirational role model for the children, especially a couple of our livelier boys. Working alongside a member of Fullbrook team he was able to model positive behaviour techniques, specific working techniques and vocabulary and risk assessment and safety methods. As a result, this practitioner has received intensive CPD and is now able to continue these activities and make woodwork part of our enhanced provision.   

Outcomes
The aims of the project were achieved, all children made better than expected progress in PSE, Communication and Maths. Our more able children, who started at expected attainment levels, exceeded age expected levels at the end of the project. Those who started below age related expectations in PSE, Communication and Maths, made very good progress of at least 4 points. 


	 
	List/Att
	Under
	Sp
	SC/SA
	MR
	MFB
	NUM
	SSM
	Outcomes 

	Child A
	40e (30d)
	40e (30e)
	40e (30e)
	40e (30e)
	40e (30e)
	40e (30e)
	40d(30e)
	40e (30e)
	On track for GLD

	Child B
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (30e)
	40d (22s)
	On track for GLD

	Child C
	40d (30d)
	40d(30e)
	40d(30e)
	40d(30e)
	40d (30d)
	40d (30d)
	40d(30e)
	40d(30e)
	On track for GLD

	Child D
	40e(22s)
	40e(22s)
	40e(22s)
	40e(22d)
	40e(22d)
	40e(22d)
	40e(22s)
	40e(22s)
	On track for GLD

	Child E
	40e (22d)
	40e (22d)
	40e(22e)
	40e(30e)
	40e (22d)
	40e (22d)
	40e(22e)
	40e (22d)
	Excellent progress, very low baseline

	Child F
	40e(22s)
	30s(22s)
	30e(22e)
	30s(22s)
	40e(22s)
	30d(22s)
	40d(22e)
	40e(22d)
	Excellent progress Com. Maths, PSE

	Child G
	30s(22d)
	40s(22d)
	30s(22e)
	30s(22d)
	30s(22d)
	30s(22d)
	40e(22e)
	30d(16d)
	Excellent progress, very low baseline

	Child H
	30d(22e)
	22d(16d)
	22d(16d)
	30s(22e)
	30d(22e)
	30s(22e)
	22s(22e)
	22s(16d)
	overall excellent progress, low baseline

	Child I
	40e(30e)
	40e(22s)
	40e(22s)
	40e(30e)
	40e(30e)
	40e(30e)
	40e(16s)
	40e(22e)
	excellent progress , on track in 3 areas

	Child J
	30d(16s)
	30e(16d)
	22s(16d)
	40e(16s)
	30e(16s)
	30d(16s)
	30d(16s)
	30d(16s)
	excellent progress all areas, very low baseline

	Child K
	22s(16D)
	22d(8s)
	22d(8s)
	22s(16e)
	22d(16e)
	22d(16e)
	22e(8e)
	22e(0s)
	excellent progress all areas, very low baseline


Exit score (baseline score)

Summary 
Our Woodworking project was very successful at engaging children, providing motivational and meaningful context to learn and apply knowledge. Challenging tasks supported fine motor development and problem solving skills. The role of the SLE was invaluable in designing the project, supporting children and developing practitioner knowledge and confidence. The cohort of EYPP children benefitted hugely and woodwork will now become a sustainable part of our enhanced curriculum.
 

