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REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
On Thursday 7th November Elmwood School invited our
long time friends, the veterans from the Staffordshire
Regiment along with Lucy Dalgress from BLESMA,
together with parents and carers to join us in
remembering all the heroes that have fallen during past,
recent and present wars and conflicts around the world.
Graham Morris from the Regiment was unable to attend
this year due to being away on the Isle of Wight. Graham
however made sure that Elmwood School was represented at
the cenotaph in Newport by placing a cross on behalf of the
pupils—a lovely tribute by Graham.
Elmwood School pupils once again showed impeccable manners and upmost respect
during the 2 minutes silence and after the service. It was also lovely to see Rico
in Year 11 and Connor in Year 9 in their armed forces uniforms as well as
welcoming Di Cadman, teaching assistant, who left in the summer.
A big shout out to Yr 7b pupils Jordan, Sam and Logan who helped the Yr 10
catering group serving hot food and refreshments to all our special guests.
Our visitors were also treated to a beautiful sung version of "Hallelujah" by
the Elmwood singing group.
The cakes that were freshly made by all classes during cooking classes helped
to raise a grand total of £47.50 in donations. This money will be sent to
BLESMA to support their charity. Further photographs are available on the
school website, photo gallery page.
Report by Ms Shaw, Food Technology Teacher
VISITS TO THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM
During out and about lessons all year groups have recently visited the
National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffordshire. Whilst there
pupils have paid their respects and learnt about the sacrifices made by
millions of people from the UK/Allied forces, emergency services and
civilian organisations in defence of our freedom and way of life.
Pupils visited various memorials within the site including Heroes Square
and the Remembrance Wall where some 16,600+ names of people who
have died in conflicts since the Second World War are engraved on huge
curved walls. Pupils were interested to search for Service personnel who
shared their own surnames.
Pupils, on the whole, were well behaved, respectful and courteous; classes were a credit to the school
especially when, at this poignant time of year, many placed the woven wool poppies that they had created the
week prior around the site. This good behaviour was rewarded with some classes visiting the small play park
before heading back to school.
Thanks to Mr Holmes and all Teaching Assistants who helped in both lessons and on the trips.
Report by Mr Whittaker, Associate Assistant Headteacher

POPPY SELLER
A big thank you to Kacey in Year 10 who did a brilliant job of selling poppies around School ahead
of Armistice Day. From the weight of the collection pot, Kacey did a fantastic job and as a result
raised £60.14 for the Royal British Legion Appeal. Well done Kacey.

“For your tomorrow we gave our today”

This year we have commemorated Remembrance with two new displays at Elmwood.
Firstly the pupils created an inspiring image on the adventure barn, under the leadership
of our very own Paul Middleton. This was achieved on Grand Designs day, during the
summer term. Thanks also to several evenings after School of Paul’s diligence to complete
the project. A sterling effort!
The second has greeted visitors and pupils at the front gate of school With nearly 300
knitted poppies, the ‘field of poppies’ has been a poignant reminder of the altruism
Service people, past and present performed so that we have our freedom.
Thanks are due to Di Cadman, my mom and Julie Burnell for knitting the poppies, as well as those staff who donated the
poppy they wove on the staff outdoor learning training Day. We have offers from staff and Friends of Elmwood for more
knitted poppies next year.
Jo Dunn deserves a special mention for fixing many of the poppies to the net to create the ‘field of poppies’, which
swayed as a meadow of flowers would when the breeze caught the net.
The theme of altruism has been developed through this term in out and about
lessons, with tasks where we have ‘cared for others and our school environment’, as
well as our annual visits to the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, where the
pupils have laid their poppies that they have weaved in out and about lessons.
Thanks also to Ms Shaw for all the work she puts into making our Remembrance
Service with the Veterans which is such a moving event.
Report by Mr Whittaker, Associate Assistant Headteacher.

WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK FUN
A number of parents had a family day out at West
Midlands Safari Park during the weekend of 19-20th
October 2019. This was thanks to the Variety Club who
kindly donated the tickets enabling pupils to enjoy both
the animals and amusement area. Once again the weather
was kind and feedback from those who went was of a
brilliant day out. A big thank you to the Variety Club for their continued support.
If any parents or carers have any other photos from the day that can be sent to
the Variety Club can you please email or send into school for scanning. Many
thanks.

MARVELLOUSME UPDATE
MarvellousMe have recently revamped their parent app
which gives a 30 day news centre (the number one feature
parents have been asking for), fixes notification bugs and
includes other improvements. Further details on this
update are available on the parents/carers page of the
school website. Another new feature on MarvellousMe
enables parents to create a Memory Book Builder which
creates a keepsake of their child’s learning and badges. If
you have not yet joined up to MarvellousMe and would like
further details, please contact Dawn Canham, School
Secretary, who will provide you with information and log in
code.
Feedback from parents and carers who have signed up is
very positive and Suzanne Hill, one of our parent governors,
said how much she missed the app now that her son no
longer attends the School.

FORMAL CONSULTATION TO INCREASE PLACE
FUNDED PLACES AT ELMWOOD SCHOOL
The school’s admission number is currently 56
and it is proposed to increase the school’s placefunded numbers to 67. Formal consultation
began on 15.11.19 and concludes on
13.12.19. During this period any person or
organisation can submit comments on the
proposal. The local authority will consider
representations received and will then make a
final decision about whether it is able to increase
pupil numbers at the school. A copy of the
formal consultation proposal is available on the
parents/carers page of the website. If you have
any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate
to contact Mr Lee Cross, Acting Headteacher.

FURTHER SUPPORT FROM THE
VARIETY CLUB
Pupils in out and about lessons will be
able to stay snug and warm thanks to
hoodies donated to the Variety Club.
Irwin Mitchell, Solicitors, are the
sponsors and we are very grateful to
the Variety Club for thinking of our
pupils
with
these
free
tops.

PALLIATIVE CARE TALK
Raj from Walsall Palliative Care attended our
setting during the Macmillian coffee morning.
Raj is based at the Hub in Walsall and anyone
who is touched by cancer may be able to
access further support. Please do not hesitate
to contact Raj on 01922 602611 or Bev Bailey
at Elmwood School if you require a referral
form. There are many services and financial
support for those who are touched by cancer
and for the family members who are caring for
a family member with cancer. Raj is available
and would like to support where possible.
Report by Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Officer

Feedback from Connor and Mark
was that they were ace!
STEM DAY - 21.10.19
A very busy and long half term was drawn to a close with a hugely
successful whole school STEM day. Our Zombie Apocalypse event
was celebrated by all staff and students whilst wearing amazing
outfits and completing a task that required skills of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths.

contribute to the group tasks.

I don't think any of us could have predicted just how wonderfully
well the event would go, or how fantastic the costumes in school
would have been! Pupils of Elmwood were an absolute credit to us
and themselves and despite an exciting and different day,
everyone rose to the challenge and managed to participate and

Students from 9E should be incredibly proud of themselves for winning the shooting competition, and
10B for winning the best looking apocalyptic weapon. The additional creative writing task gave our
students the opportunity to show independent literacy skills and a special mention must go to Stuart
Newman (10A) and Rhys Leach (10B) who produced outstanding pieces
that our English teachers have said are so good they can be considered
for their KS4 English qualifications.
Of course the day wouldn't have been half as successful without the help
and support of our wonderful staff who completely got behind our themed
event and gave all students a day to remember!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the day's success. Photos are
available on the school website, photo gallery page. Report by Mrs Francis, Assistant Headteacher
KNIFE CRIME ASSEMBLY
A huge thank you to Natalie Queiroz for attending our School on 15 th November 2019. Natalie was a victim of a multiple
stabbing and has since become an inspirational speaker to support young people in alerting them to the dangers of carrying
weapons. Natalie took us back to the morning of the incident; she was 8 months pregnant, had kissed her partner good bye
and took her children off to School just like any other morning. Later that day she had arranged to meet her partner; she had
no idea that her partner would be the perpetrator of a vicious and prolonged attack on her. Natalie spoke about her fear, the
pain, the coma she was put in, waking up after the coma to find that her baby had been delivered by caesarean. The message
she gave was heart wrenching, chilling, inspirational and a story you will never forget.
The message was loud and clear, knife crime has a huge effect on the victims and their families. Not only was the message
clear, but pupils now understand post-traumatic stress disorder and how this impacts on a person. She reminded all pupils that
they can be tougher than they think. Had someone said to Natalie 3 years ago that she would be physically and emotionally
scarred, that her baby would be born with brain damage following the attack, and she would then have become an
inspirational speaker; she would never have thought she could have done this.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the pupils in 8a and Mr Damms. The pupils wrote some beautiful messages to
Natalie which were presented to her before she left. Natalie became emotional when reading the letters of support and was
most grateful. A big thank you also to Now Education who have pledged to fund school sessions to give back to the
community and be part of the drive for positive change.
Report by Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Manager.

STAFFING NEWS

DIARY DATES

We were pleased to see Carol Bratt, cleaner,
return to work on Tuesday 5th November
following her summer injury. Welcome back
Carol, we have missed you. Unfortunately
Glenda Johnson, one of our other cleaners, is
still not able to return to work and we send
her our very best wishes.
We said goodbye to Lance Murray, Ophelia
Flash and Roy Poyner, who had been working
at the school on supply at the end of half
term.
Joining the team on supply however are
teaching assistants Kirsty Young and Sarah
Foster, both working in pathways and Michelle
Davies in nurture— all are settling in well.

Please note the following diary events/dates that are coming
up this term:
Thursday 12th December—progress and achievement event.
Pupils leave at 12.30 pm unless later time requested due to
appointment time slot.
Thursday 12th December—11.00 am Christmas Production.
Thursday 12th December—12.30—2.30 pm Christmas Fayre.
Wednesday 18th December— whole School Christmas lunch.
Friday 20th December - pupils break up for the Christmas
break at 12.30 pm.

Learning Outside the Classroom Days
On the 5th and 6th November, pupils were given the
opportunity to enjoy more of their lessons outdoors.
These were subjects which might not ordinarily be taught
out of the classroom eg English, Drama, Maths, SULP and
Art. As well as the benefits to our mental health of being
outdoors, classes and staff enjoyed the ‘break from the norm’ and
opportunities to use their skills and knowledge in a different setting.
Feedback from pupils and staff was very positive and further days are
planned in May.
The ‘Outdoor Classroom’ days are national days where all Schools are encouraged to take
part. This is promoted through the Council for Learning Outside the Classroom. Elmwood
School is working towards gaining recognition for the great work it does for our pupils with an
Award though the Council and these such days, and others, provide evidence towards this.
The work by the pupils also fits within Elmwood School’s new curriculum intent
in bringing learning alive and relevant. Certainly staff reported that the ‘real
world learning’ was very pertinent, with pupils having to
adapt classroom skills to actual situations they will
encounter in adult life.
A thank you to all staff and pupils for braving the
elements and ‘getting out there!’
Report by Mr. Whittaker, Associate Assistant Headteacher
FUNDRAISING EVENT
On Friday 15th November, a non uniform day was held to raise funds
for SWING, who support bereaved children and their families through
counselling and therapy sessions. A number of pupils have benefited
through visits from Sally at SWING and we wanted to show our
appreciation by helping them with additional funds. As a result we
helped to raise £77.50 for this worthwhile cause.
GOVERNOR NEWS
We are pleased to confirm that Tracy Brandwood was elected Chair of
Governors at the Governing Body Autumn Termly Meeting on 14.11.19
with Sallyann Tuckwell-Allen, elected Vice Chair. Both held these positions
last year and did a fantastic job of supporting the School. A big thank you
to both for their help and commitment to the School.

