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A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR FROM EVERYONE AT ELMWOOD SCHOOL

OUT AND ABOUT HAVE BEEN VERY BUSY!
As you will recall, Elmwood achieved gold as part of the Woodland Trusts
'Green School Award'. This is the culmination of a variety of achievements that
the School has accomplished, but in the main the planting of 450 sapling trees
each year by pupils. Pupils have learnt about sustainable planting and, after
collecting their class Xmas tree from the farm (taking
a tree from the earth then give back 15 new trees to
the planet each), they discussed why we need trees for carbon capture and
oxygen. We also discussed the wind breaking potential of this hedge for PE on the
school field as well as future foraging potential and wildlife benefits. At the end of
term the Xmas trees will either be donated to pupils and their families or
advertised free for collection to the general public. A big thank you to Richard
Tranter, Caretaker, for his help with organising this.
Fröhliche Weihnachten!
Once again the German Christmas Market has come back to Birmingham City Centre and Elmwood pupils
have had the opportunity to go and experience this cultural festival during their ‘Out & About‘ lessons.
contributing to their cultural capital.
The variety of stalls has given the pupils and staff the opportunity to try traditional German festive foods
such as filled pretzels, crepes and Bratwurst hot dogs. Staff and pupils also got to look at the stalls selling
traditional wooden toys, Christmas candles and decorations, hats and jewellery.
Items purchased by pupils included keyrings, secret Christmas gifts for family members (sorry cannot say
anymore) and even the odd harmonica or two!
All classes have been well behaved, polite to the stall holders and a credit to Elmwood. We would like to
also add a special well done to those pupils who don’t like being in unfamiliar environments with lots of
other people, as they all coped tremendously well.
Last but never least, a big thank you to all of the Teaching Assistants who have
accompanied the pupils, making these trips possible and run so smoothly.
Journey Sticks
Pupils have enjoyed making these during an exploration in a local
Nature Reserve. Journey sticks were developed by native
American Indians, who didn’t create a method of producing
paper. The sticks were therefore a method of recording a
journey and re-telling that adventure to another, who could then take the journey
stick as their ‘map’. The idea is to tie vegetation from the terrain you pass through onto the stick in
chronological in order to record the trek.
Report by Mr. Whittaker, Associate Assistant Headteacher.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Thanks to James Hawkins, Family Welfare Officer, a Christmas raffle took place on Thursday 12th December 2019. A very
big thank you to staff who contributed prizes as well as to the following companies.
SEN CENTRAL—Samsung Tablet
CERT Solutions—Kindle Fire
Now Education—alchohol/chocs
Blakemore Foundation - hamper items
Barons Court Hotel—afternoon tea/Sunday lunch for 2
Khimuk Restaurant, Aldridge— 2 main meal vouchers
Tamarind Restaurant, Cannock—2 set meal vouchers
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre—discounted panto tickets
Wolf mountain Climbing Centre—4 taster session vouchers
Dudley Zoological Gardens—2 child entry vouchers
Clives Wines—cocktail making kit
A very big thank you to Suzanne Hill, Parent Governor, who sold over £100 of raffle
tickets—an amazing result. We have so far raised £656.87 for school funds—this included £51.70 raised by the sale of
cakes (thanks to Ms Shaw and pupils) and £14.10 with craft items made by pupils and Shelli George, TA. An absolutely
brilliant result and a big thank you to everyone who helped to make the event such a great success and well done to the
lucky winners.

SCHOOL AMBASSADORS
On Thursday 21st November Krystian and Charlie H in Year 9 kindly escorted some important
visitors around the School. Both boys undertook this role brilliantly and feedback from the
guests were that they were a credit to the School. Well done Krystian and Charlie.
This was also repeated on 4th December when Rico and Tia in Year 11 accompanied another
visitor around School. Both were very communicative and represented the School
brilliantly—very well done to both pupils.
FOOTBALL REPORT

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the school council took place
on 15th October 2019 with class
ambassadors and Bev Bailey and James
Hawkins, Family Welfare Officers. Items
discussed included a review on the use of
internal radios and a new descriptors of the
correct school uniform. Covered on the
agenda for the meeting was feedback from
the mindful minute that was taking place
daily, feedback on lessons, school lunches,
Elmwood values, the Senior Leadership
Team and new staff who had joined the
school. A copy of the minutes from the
meeting is available on the Student
Ambassadors’ page of the School website.

Elmwood School’s latest football fixture was against Brades Lodge.
With a new attacking force the game was bound to be exciting and
that it was! The game got off to a fast start with Brades Lodge
scoring two early goals and they dominated the first 10 minutes
whilst Elmwood settled into their game. As Elmwood settled into
their game they played some fantastic football creating great
chances towards the end of the first half but couldn't find the back
of the net.
After a positive half time team talk all of the lads were fired up for
the second half. After dominating the second half throughout,
Elmwood looked like they were going to score and even hit the post
and the cross bar. However, unfortunately our lads couldn't find a
way to slip it past the goalie and the score finished 2-0 to Brades
Lodge. Please congratulate all pupils involved.
Report by Ashley Bullock, P.E Teacher

PLANTING TIME
Once again we have been fortunate enough to receive 420 wild harvest trees to plant thanks to the
Woodland Trust. Pupils and staff are now busy planting these around our school grounds during out and
about lessons; the trees will not only enhance the area but will also attract local wildlife.
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STAFF NEWS
Two members of staff, namely
Mr Bullock and Grant Hunt,
took part in the Movember
challenge when every
November men all over the
world take on the brave task of
Movember -growing a
moustache to raise awareness about men's health
issues like prostate cancer, testicular cancer and
mental health issues such as depression. As a
result of donations over £100 was raised for this
worthwhile cause so very well done to both. Both
were pleased when December arrived so they
could remove their growth!

APP WARNING TO PARENTS/CARERS
West Midlands Police has been made aware of
an App called “UNICO LIVE”. The app is
publicised as age restricted 12+ and designed
for young people to upload videos of them
performing, singing and dancing etc.; it has
come to our attention that there is inappropriate
content on the platform involving young people
which is being investigated.
The content does not appear to be monitored
and we urge you to raise awareness widely to
increase vigilance and reduce the likelihood of
any child being sexually exploited.
Parents and carers are also warned to be aware
of another app called Avakin that appears to
have been used by an 8 year old, but led to a
serious situation of online grooming.

BUSY TIME IN NURTURE
It has been a busy week for students in Nurture and I was especially lucky to have participated in three experiences in
the space of a week!
Firstly, on Friday 29th November, we took all of the students from Year 7 to the Mad Hatter’s
Christmas Party at Dudley Zoo and Castle. Students got to visit Father Christmas and receive
a gift before meeting some of his reindeer that were resting outside. They were then treated
to a short performance from a clown and found it very funny when the clown decided that
some of our teachers hadn’t had enough water and gave them a splash with his super
soaker. We made use of the available time to see the animals, highlights of which were
definitely the sea lions and the penguins. We also climbed the spiral staircase of the old
Castle Tower to get a view of Dudley and the surrounding areas. Students were treated to a
hot lunch from the Mad Hatter’s team before we boarded the bus and made the journey back to Elmwood. We are very
grateful to the Mad Hatter’s Charity for their support.
Next, on Tuesday 3rd December, Year 7 students were once again on their travels thanks to Mrs.
Francis securing some free tickets (thanks to the Rotary Club) to Winter Wonderland at Drayton
Manor. Despite the weather being on the chilly side and the majority of the rides being shut due to
the off-season, all of the students had a fantastic time, especially when they discovered that they
could get off The Accelerator, run around and jump straight back on it. Behaviour from all of the
students was exceptional and, once again, they really made use of all of their time to get as much
enjoyment from the trip before needing to depart for school.
Finally, on Friday 6th December, Sarah Mosson and I took Connor B,
Jordan, Isabella and Ellie to the Variety Club Christmas Party at The
Village Hotel, Solihull. There was music, dancing, games and balloon
animals galore, adding to a very festive party atmosphere for all the students that were in
attendance. We were treated to a buffet lunch of sandwiches, pizza, fries and ice cream
before yet another visit to Father Christmas! He must be a very busy man indeed at this time
of the year. We had to leave straight away however due to the long journey back to school.
We continued the party atmosphere by playing Christmas music all the way home.
While it has been a wonderful experience to be a part of these trips, I cannot write this
without saying thank you to Mr. Francis, Mark, Gail, Sarah, Leon and Paul. Without these
staff, experiences like this cannot take place and the work they do to support the students is
invaluable. I can take a short breather now before I have to plan for the circus in January!
More photos from the trips are available on the School website, photo gallery page. Again, a big thank you to the
Variety Club for providing our pupils with this fantastic day out.
Report by Mr Damms, 7a Form Tutor

SCHOOL FUND DONATIONS
As a result of Craig in Year 10’s hard work by completing an 8.5 mile fun run organised by the Great Midlands Fun Run
team, our school fund account has been boosted by an additional £150. Craig kindly arranged for half of his
sponsorship money to be given to the School which will help all pupils. A big thank you once again to Craig for his
kind gesture.
School fund was further boosted by an additional £20 when Norma Stamps, Auditor of our school fund account,
kindly forwarded a £20 donation to be spent on Christmas treats for pupils. This kind gesture was very much
appreciated .
NEW MODELS
Isabella in Year 7 and Rhys in
Year 9 kindly agreed to act as
models for the website uniform
page showcasing what
standard we expect from our
pupils
A big thank you to both for
undertaking this task in a
friendly and excellent manner.
Cinema Trips – Film Review
A key part of English this term was a visit for the pupils of 9M, 8A
and 8B to attend the ‘Into Film Festival’, where each group saw a
film and enter the competition by writing a film review. The films
we went to see were Shaun the Sheep Movie: Farmageddon,
Spider-Man: Far From Home and Bumblebee. Everyone enjoyed
the day and their behaviour was impeccable! When we got back
they all put pen to paper to write their terrific reviews on the film
they had watched. They all came up with some fantastic lines, I
quote “I fell in love with this film!”, “It was amazing and intense!!”
“I want to watch it again as it was amazing!”
It was lovely to see everyone excited to see the films and hear
them talking about them on the way back. They worked so hard
on their reviews and gave honest feedback in places too. The
reviews were entered into the competition…so fingers crossed!
Report by Cindy Millerchip, Teacher

FIRE AND ROAD SAFETY WORKSHOPS
This half term
Elmwood students
have had the
opportunity to
participate in fire and
road safety
workshops which
have been part of their enhanced curriculum. Steve
Wilkes from Aldridge Fire Station has worked with
most of our young people and delivered some hard
hitting messages about the importance of safety in
the home, and when travelling out and about in
cars and other motor vehicles. Students received
the sentiment of the workshops positively and
contributed maturely and proactively to these
important sessions.
We would like to thank Steve for giving up his time
to facilitate these workshops. He said he enjoyed
spending time with our young people and their
behaviour and verbal contributions were some of
the best he had seen. Well done everyone involved.
Report by Mrs Francis, Assistant Headteacher

LLPPA—9.12.19
Once again, Elmwood School have been assessed to see if we are eligible to achieve The Leading Parent
Partnership Award (LPPA). The LPPA is national award that aims to strengthen and enhance Elmwood's work
with our pupils, parents and carers. The award, which meets Ofsted criteria, acknowledges evidence of our
sustained approach to parental engagement and ensures parents and carers have a positive experience of the
school. Hannah Hall, an independent assessor for the LPPA, spent the day with us on Monday 9th December.
After a tour of the school, Hannah met with pupils, parents, staff and governors to discuss and examine our
evidence toward parental engagement.
We would like to extend our thanks to Tracy Brandwood, Chair of Governors, Danielle Webb, Parent Governor,
and Mr Damms, Teacher, for taking time out of their day to discuss the importance of parent partnership with
Hannah. We would also like to thank parents Gemma Griggs, Rachel Williamson and Sue Clewley for coming into
school to meet with Hannah and for their ongoing support at our school. Hannah also met with pupils Krystian
Kastelik, Charlie Haddock and Connor Berry who did a wonderful job of explaining life at Elmwood School; they
made us very proud.
Although we have not yet received the official outcome of the visit, Hannah's feedback was incredibly positive.
She praised all of the hard work that Elmwood staff and parents put in to ensure we get the best outcome for our
pupils. Fingers crossed that we will achieve the award again - we'll keep you updated!
Report by James Hawkins, Family Welfare Officer

