AUTUMN TERM TOP ATTENDERS
Many congratulations to the following 19 pupils who were able to achieve 100% attendance for the
autumn term, which is a brilliant result especially when there were so many bugs going around.
Courtney Allport, Connor Berry. Alice Dewsbury, Callum-Rhys Dixon, Charlie Haddock, Jake Hall, Miles
Hall, Connor Haskett, Isabella Hough, Rhys Humphries, Krystian Kastelik, Archie Kavanagh, Rianna L,
Ricky L, Rico Maritza-Yates, Swayvon O’Connor, Kacey Sawyers, Jordan Walters and Nathan Walton.
All pupils were presented with a £5 gift voucher during an assembly on Friday 24th January 2020.

REWARD TRIPS
On Friday 10th January pupils who had achieved either
gold, silver or bronze status for the autumn term 2019
set off on their reward trips to Ninja Warrior, Rock Up
and bowling/mini golf activities. It was the first time
that pupils had visited Ninja Warrior as well as Rock Up
and feedback on Ninja Warrior in particular, was of a
fantastic time. Mr Bullock, trip lead, had to endure wearing a wig as a
forfeit for inconsistency in performing a staff admin task, which pupils took great delight in
especially when he had to buy a headband to keep the hair off his face —such a good sport. Once
again a big thank you to Lynn Maritza, School Business Manager for organising the various venues
and to Mrs Francis and Mr Holmes as well as trip leads for their help too. Photos are available on
the photo gallery page of the school website.
STAFFING NEWS

Unfortunately, Glenda Johnson, cleaner
at the School for over four years has
decided that she will be unable to
return to work following her absence
since the summer. Glenda has been a
valued member of the team
undertaking her work diligently and to
a very high standard—she will be very
sadly missed by all especially her
colleagues, Julie and Carol. We send
Glenda our very best wishes for the
future.
Unfortunately Julie Burnell,
senior cleaner, injured her foot
meaning that she has had to literally
put her feet up! A big thank you to
Carol Bratt, the only cleaner left, who
has made sure that the School has
stayed clean and safe. We wish Julie a
speedy recovery.
We wish Marcia Allen, teaching
assistant, all the best following a recent
eye procedure. We look forward to
seeing Marcia back in early February.

CIRCUS VISIT
Thanks to Circus Starr, 14 pupils in Years 7 and 9 had the opportunity to go along to the
evening performance of the Winter circus at Darlaston Town Hall on Wednesday 22nd
January. Mr Damms, Sarah Mosson, Gail Smith and Kerry Bowen very kindly gave up their
time to enable this after school trip to take place. Pupils helped to prepare and cook a meal
ahead of the show which they thoroughly enjoyed and all received a goody bag of sweets
which were kindly purchased by Dawn in the office and her sister, Denise. Pupils behaved
brilliantly and were once again a credit to the School.

FOOTBALL MATCH
On Friday 17th January the Elmwood football team headed out with their new attacking force to try and put some points on
the board in the league table. On arrival we were considerably out sized and knew we had a tough game ahead especially with
the severe weather conditions being played in. However, as usual, Elmwood pupils showed tough mentality and got
themselves warmed up led by Riley Higgs.
All fired up and ready, the game got underway. From the initial kick off Elmwood were straight on the attack and missed some
great early on chances but it wasn't long until Elmwood got themselves on the score sheet with a brilliant finish from
Cameron Willetts. Elmwood continued to attack and apply pressure to High Granges defence and Cameron saw himself
scoring another 2 classy finishes with perfect precision for the bottom corner.
Again Elmwood continued to surge forward and the ball fell just outside the box to Riley Higgs who had no issues with slotting
it home to make it 4-0 to Elmwood. Approaching half time, a fantastically timed pass from Connor Haskett saw Cameron being
1 on 1 with the goal keeper and undoubtedly slipped it under to make it 5-0 going into half time.
High Grange made some key substitutions in the second half which saw them bring on a striker who wasted no time in getting
himself on the score sheet. Again their star striker made numerous attacks and continued to bring High Grange back into the
game. There was 5 minutes to go and the score had been levelled to 5-5. Both teams battled out the last 5 minutes with
exhilarating end to end football. However, neither team could snatch a final goal and the score ended 5-5; Elmwood picking
up their first point.
Well done to all pupils involved. Report by Mr Bullock , PE/Nurture Teacher

GOLDEN TICKETS
As a drive to be celebrate when our pupils use the appropriate communication devices they’ve learnt
during our curriculum (specifically the Social Use of Language and Drama), regular visitors to the
school and Governors will be provided with a laminated “Golden Ticket” which provides them the
opportunity to present this to a pupil who they witness using these communication devices well during
their visit. These tickets are then returned to the main office at the end of the day to enable this to be
celebrated during weekly assemblies. It is also a great opportunity for visitors and Governors to see
the impact of our work on a daily basis. Report by Lee Cross, Acting Headteacher

HEADTEACHER APPOINTMENT
The Governing Body will be meeting on Thursday 6th February to begin the process of recruiting a Headteacher for the
School; currently being undertaken by Mr Lee Cross, as Acting Headteacher. We believe that Elmwood School
deserves a strong and stable leadership team and it is therefore vital that we appoint the right Headteacher to drive
this forward and progress. All parties with a vested interest will be included – particularly yourselves as parents/
carers as well as pupils and staff.
It will be our job as the governing body to take all views expressed into account but to also remain professionally
impartial in order to make the right decisions for Elmwood School as we move forward in the process and therefore
the views of parents/carers are important.
If you have any thoughts as to what qualities you would like the Governors to consider as part of this appointment,
please either email the Clerk to the Governors, Dawn Canham on dcanham@elmwood.walsall.sch.uk or hand in your
comments via the School Office – this can be done anonymously if you prefer. Any feedback will need to be provided
by Friday 31st January.
We will keep you updated on our progress with this appointment, which will come into effect from September
2020. Thank you for your help and assistance in this matter. Tracy Brandwood, Chair of Governors

