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MENTAL HEALTH CHAMPIONS 
 

We are delighted to be able to celebrate in the success of a 
collection of our pupils who are currently undertaking a       
programme to become School Mental Health Champions.    
Pupils have committed to completing a 10 week project which 
provides them with the skills and knowledge needed to        
promote and understand mental health, and discuss the 
emerging needs of young people. Visitors and staff have been 
completely bowled over by the level of maturity shown by our 
pupils and the sensitive manner in which they have                

approached the experience. We look forward to reviewing their progress at the end of the programme 
where we anticipate all students will be accredited with a recognised qualification to recognise their hard 
work and determination. Well done all involved.  Report by Mrs G Francis, Assistant Headteacher 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  MEETING 
 

School Council welcomed Tracy 
Brandwood (Chair of Governors) 

to our setting on 6.2.20. Tracy 
met with Council Ambassadors; 
it was evident that  pupils did not 

understand the full role of a  
Governor however this was a 
good opportunity for Tracy to         

introduce herself and explain her 
role within Elmwood School. 

 
Tracy arranged the single   

agenda item to gather the views 
of the School Ambassadors    
before a vacancy went out      
advertising for a permanent 

Head Teacher.  Ambassadors 
were able to verbalise their     
expectations alongside their 
wishes. They clearly felt the 
School is constantly moving   
forward and  understood the 

drawbacks of having an Acting 
Head Teacher. 

 
A huge thank you to Tracy for 
taking the time to gain pupil 

voice. 
 

Report by Bev Bailey, Family      
Welfare Officer 

FOOTBALL MATCH—30.1.20 
Elmwood School hosted their latest fixture 
against Keyham Lodge,  travelling all the 
way from Leicester. The pupils organised 
themselves and all gave each other a boost 
of confidence before the game began. As 
we walked out we could see that the      
opposition   outsized Elmwood in every       
position so the players knew it was going to be another tough game from 
the beginning. Nevertheless the pupils got stuck in from the whistle. They 
held their formations fantastically well throughout the first half and 
Elmwood saw some great tackles being made by Riley Higgs and Tom    
Allport to keep them in the game. With some good chances set up from 
the midfield, we unfortunately failed to find the back of the net and let in 4 
late goals during the first half to go into half time 4-0 down. 
 
As we stepped out again for the second half we were prepared to give it 
our all to fight back and get ourselves another point on the board. Again 
we battled tirelessly creating chance after chance but just struggling to find 
the back of the net. It was in these surges forward we left ourselves       
vulnerable at the back and Keyham countered with 2 great counter attacks 
making it 6-0 going into the last 5 minutes. Throughout the second half our 
goal keeper Ciaran Lawrence made some show stopping saves and         
prevented the score from being doubled! It was truly amazing to watch 
and was even recognised by the other team and their managers for his 
camera saves!! Keyham managed to score in the last few minutes and 
made the score 7-0.  
 
Man of the match went to Ciaran Lawrence for spectacular saves with a 
special mention to Riley Higgs for holding a great line of defence      
throughout the game. 
 
Well done to all involved.  Report by Mr Bullock, PE Teacher 



 

STAFFING NEWS 
 

 We are very pleased to announce the safe 
arrival of baby Connie on 23rd January 2020, first 
child for Mr Holmes and his wife, Alison.  Many  
congratulations to them both and enjoy being    

parents! 
 

We were pleased to welcome back Julie Burnell, 
Cleaner and Lunchtime Assistant, after the half 
term break.  Julie has been absent since early      

January due to a foot injury and was pleased to be 
able to return to work. 

 
Also able to return to work on 24th February was 
Marcia Allen, Teaching Assistant, who had been 

absent for a few weeks.  Good to have you back too 
Marcia. 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

FACE, Walsall Parent Carer forum have got a 
number of events coming up which Parents/
Carers may be interested in.  These include 
coffee mornings and also visits to the cinema 
and a pizza trip as well as a questions and   
answers sessions around EHCP or SEN        
support.  A list of the dates up to the end of 
April are available on the parents/carers page 
of the School website. 

LPPA AFTERNOON TEA CELEBRATION 
 
 

We would like to 
say a big thank 
you to those that 
attended our    
Afternoon Tea 
event, to          
celebrate 
Elmwood School 

achieving the Leading Parent Partnership 
Award. There was a great turnout and it was 
lovely to see so many parents and carers 
coming to celebrate. We would also like to 
thank our school governors, Rose Burley ,  
Sallyann Tuckwell-Allen and Danielle Webb 
for joining us. I'm sure you will agree in           
congratulating our Year 9 pupils, who did a 
fantastic job of showcasing their hosting skills 
at the event. Finally, we would like to extend 
an extra special thank you to Ms Shaw for 
preparing the food and drinks for us all to 
share; the day wouldn't have been such a  
success without all of her hard work. A big 
thank you to all the voluntary contributions 
made on the day which amounted to £40 and 
was donated to our school fund account 
which is used solely to  benefit pupils.  

 
Report by James 
Hawkins, Family  
Welfare Officer 

 
 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

Education, Health and Care Plan review meetings 
are held  on Wednesday mornings with Mr Cross, 

Acting Headteacher when parents/carers and other 
professionals meet to discuss progress and address 

any concerns. 
 

Person Centred Reviews take place for pupils in 
Years 9, 10 and 11 during which our Careers       

Adviser, Rachael Maybank, will help to prepare    
pupils for adulthood and post 16. 

 
During the autumn term some 77% of parents/
carers attended their child’s review meeting and 

were able to contribute/support their child. 
 

Please try and attend your child’s annual             
appointment when it arises. You will receive an    

initial letter 6 weeks prior to the date and a further 
reminder 2 weeks before the meeting. 



 

LOOK WHAT ARRIVED IN TIME FOR VALENTINES DAY 
 
Joe Dunn together with Mr 
Wood  and myself               
constructed this stunning 
wooden heart last year when 
Joe Dunn was in Year 9 —but 
not in time for Valentines day. 
 

This means that we now have a display suitable for 
each half term to be enjoyed by staff, pupils and    
visitors alike. 
 
A delivery man has already said that he would take it 
off our hands—don’t think so! 
 
Report by Mr D Whittaker, Associate Assistant 
Headteacher/Outdoor Learning Teacher 

GOVERNOR NEWS 
  

Governors held a special meeting on 6th     
February to discuss the appointment of a    
permanent Headteacher with effect from    

September 2020. 
 

A big thank you to the parents who submitted 
consultation feedback, which was considered 

by Governors in addition to those received from 
pupils and staff. 

 
For information the post is currently being    

advertised with a view to shortlisting on 19th 
March and interviews taking place on 30th 

March.  
 

We will keep you posted on the outcome of the 
above. 

OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP EVENT 
 

On the 11th February 2020, 9e pupils led an 
"outstanding" leadership event to a Year 5 class at 

Havergal Primary School. Pupils had to brave       
wintery conditions of snow, rain and sleet, hands 

were cold but smiles remained throughout. 
Havergal pupils described the event as "so much 
fun", "best day ever" and "can they come next 

week". Our very own Hardeep (teaching assistant) 
was in awe of all 9e, stating "pupils communication 

and level of resilience was really good to see".  
 

9e pupils led four activities of benchball/dodgeball, 
football, target game and dodgeball. The Year 5  
pupils had the opportunity to participate in all     

activities. They were taught new skills and rules and 
above all had fun.   

 
Thanks to Charlie, Callum, Jack, Krystian, Rhys, 

Swayvon and Wezley for making the day special for 
the Year 5 pupils. You were a credit to the school. 

 
Report by Martin Hawkes, Assistant Headteacher  

 

DIARY DATE 
 

Just a reminder that the spring term progress and achievement event is due to take 
place on Thursday 26th March from 1 pm to 4 pm. We hope that as many parents and 
carers are able to come along and celebrate their child’s achievements this term as  
attended last year. 

FEEDBACK FROM VISITORS 
 

We warmly welcome a variety of visitors into School 
who regularly meet/work alongside some of our   
pupils or  with staff.  It is always pleasing when      
visitors take the time and trouble to complete one of 
our visitor comments proforma as they leave. 
 
Recent comments have stated: 
 
‘Excellent School, staff welcoming and very            
professional.  Child Focused and compassionate’, 
 
‘Clear expectations given by reception, happy    
friendly staff, good to see good relations between 
pupil and staff.  Good communication and              
safeguarding’ 
 
‘Welcomed by reception staff and all staff very       
informative.  Communication with professional is 
great’. 
 
Visitors are also enjoying being a part of our golden 
ticket initiative and awarding these to any pupils who 
are either communicative or are following the 
Elmwood Way and our values. 
 
We proudly display a copy of our visitor feedback 
comments book in reception for all to see. 



 
 
 
 

 

THEME VISIT TO WARWICK CASTLE 
 

On Thursday 13th February, seven pupils got the opportunity to go to Warwick 
Castle as part of their theme curriculum for showing exceptional progress 
over the last half term.  
 
Whilst there pupils got to experience what a real castle looks, sounds, feels 
and smells like and put their knowledge to the test. Pupils got the opportunity 
to watch a birds of prey show featuring owls, hawks and ravens. Pupils also 
got to experience the dungeon and see the    
punishments that were carried out in that time. 
They also got to see what a Royal Weekend Party 
would look like. At the end of the day pupils got 

to walk across the castles towers and battlements and look out over the 
view of Warwick from Guys Tower.    
 
Report by Mr P Hinsley, Nurture/Maths Teacher 

SCHOOL AMBASSADORS EVENT 
 
What an exciting opportunity for our School Leaders. It was agreed that a         
selection of School Ambassadors would go offsite and receive a day dedicated to 
them specifically addressing the skills they would need to progress as Leaders 
within the School and within their chosen career. I wanted this to go ahead     
before our three Year 11s left us. This was partly to model their leadership skills 
to the younger pupils but also to secure some learning themselves which they 
can utilise when they leave Elmwood School. The day started at 9.15 am leaving 
site; our first speaker was Mr Whittaker. Mr Whittaker spoke about his journey as 
a leader which allowed for a great discussion. They then separated into groups 

and came up with skills that leaders require. This ranged from integrity, tolerance, supporting  
others and so on. They were able to voice why these qualities were important and how they could 
utilise them within the setting.   They were then given a practical task 
which one person led.   
 
The second speakers were police officers who spoke about conflict       
resolution and managing   relationships. They were able to share life 
events and how these can impact on our reactions. Their approach was 
very different; school leaders had the opportunity to ask questions at the 
end. 
 
I then followed with the reason they had been chosen to attend the event and how the whole 
School community relied on their voice and leadership and setting a good example. I showed a 
video clip about supporting others and why as a leader we have to conquer our own fears in order 

to lead. They split into groups and spoke about their fears quite openly. 
 
Mr Hawkes then delivered a session which brought about so much    
laughter. His session was how to connect with others and manage our own 
emotions,  pupils worked in pairs; the photographs demonstrate the fun 
time they all had. 
 
Thank you Rhianna, Kacey, Ciaran L, Sophie, Rico, Krystian, Charlie Ha, 
Izzy, Ellie and Jake. You are a credit to yourselves and our School. 

 
A very happy and proud member of staff! 
 
Report by Bev Bailey, Family Welfare Officer 


