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MESSAGES FROM THANK A TEACHER DAY 
 

A big thank you to everyone who took part in the above on  Wednesday 20th may 2020.  The messages that were 
sent into School or displayed  in pupils homes were amazing and were so appreciated by staff.  Below are a     

sample of what was received: 
 
Mark in Year 9 made an excellent job of completing the national poster 
and wanted to thank all staff  - well done Mark. 
 
Sammy in Year 8 sent in his very hungry caterpillar poster together 
with this message from his mom—’Thank you @Elmwoodsch for    
looking out and helping SKR and family during the lock down what a       
fabulous school you are ‘. 
 
Another parent wrote ‘thankyou to all teachers at Elmwood you have 

changed my son’s life he always hated school now he loves it and can't wait to come back’. 

CLASS GROUPINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

September will see 13 new pupils joining the School in Year 7 and we look forward to warmly welcoming them to Elmwood; 
the majority are transitioning from our feeder school, Phoenix Academy.  The Senior Leadership Team have reviewed the 

staffing and registration groups for all pupils and a copy of this is available on the student area of the school website.   
 

WAVE 1 UPDATE BY MR CROSS, ACTING HEADTEACHER 
 
I just wanted to feedback how Wave 1 have enjoyed their Elmwood experience. Firstly a massive thanks to the 
parents/carers who have supported their child and transporting them to school – this has in turn reduced the 
pressure on Walsall SEND Transport and Wajid Zebb at NA Cars. The average attendance across the two weeks is 
95%  which is a real testament to how important you feel education is at these difficult times – I can only thank 
you for putting your trust in our control measures as a school in keeping pupils and staff as safe as possible. 
  
During the course of the two weeks, pupils have discussed topical issues through news and events, completed a 
film review, coloured in a wooden rainbow and made a wallet out of duct tape. The out and about curriculum 
has always been at the heart of “The Elmwood Way” and that has continued throughout, with the addition of  
outdoor learning experiences developing philosophical thinking, creating clock faces out of items from a         
wilderness walk and developing solutions to how would I survive on a desert island 
(Bear Grylls style).    
  
We have also been responsive to feedback from pupils and staff and have amended and 
reviewed our risk assessments to support the second wave of pupils to join us on 
29th June. The strong leadership skills demonstrated by Wave 1 pupils will help those 
in Wave 2 learn the way as this is one of Elmwood’s aims. 
  
One star aspect has been that pupils have relished being “stuck” and have worked 
through those frustrations knowing that staff’s direct hands on support has been       
reduced. This shows resilience and is a great characteristic to develop further. I have 
also seen purposeful teaching occurring with higher order questioning to stimulate the 
body and minds of us all. 
  
Let’s hope for another fantastic two weeks.   THINK – REDUCE RISK – HAVE FUN Izzy in Year 7 modelling   

a pupil snood 



 STAFFING NEWS 
 

We will be sadly saying goodbye to Tina Lloyd, teacher 
at the School, at the end of term. 

 
Tina has worked at Elmwood School since it opened in 

January 2008 and has worked across all key stages 
including leading the nurture unit when this was      

initially launched.  More recently Tina was an Assistant 
Headteacher, as part of the Senior Leadership team, 

which she undertook with professionalism and integrity 
before reducing her working hours and stepping down 

from this post earlier in the year. 
  

Tina has an exciting time planned ahead as she is not 
only due to get married, (disappointingly COVID19 

meant the happy event that was due to take place in 
May has had to be put back to October), but she is 

also planning to move and live in Spain.  
  

We know everyone will want to wish Tina and her  
husband to be, Neil, a fantastic new life together.  We 

will miss you. 
 

We welcomed Charlotte Clarke, teaching assistant, 
back in June following maternity leave with baby    

Maisie.  Charlotte will begin her initial teacher training 
in English from September and we wish her every   

success with this new venture. 
 

Also returning in September will be Cindy Millerchip, 
supply teacher, who will be the form tutor for 9b, ably 
assisted by Jade Lunt and Mark Trahearn as teaching 

assistants 

SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE 
 

The school nursing service have provided details for   
parents and carers on coronavirus, understanding your 
child’s emotions workshop, helping your child to        
understand puberty and growing up, and a bedwetting 
workshop. 
 
Please contact either Bev or James, Family Welfare       
Officers, if you would like further information or to book 
a place on any of the above or alternatively download 
the flyers on the parents and carers page of the school 
website. 

WALSALL INFORMATION ADVICE AND SUPPORT 
SERVICE (SEND) UPDATE 

 
The above offer free, impartial, confidential information,  
advice, support and guidance for parents/ carers of children 
with SEND aged 0 – 25 and independently for young people 
with SEND aged 16 to 25. This includes EHCP advice,    
guidance, outcomes, signposting , support for young people 
and confidential impartial information. 
 
The SEND contact information email addresses are 
iasssend@walsall.gov.uk, john.bird@walsall.gov.uk or 
07384821795 aileen.overton@walsall.gov.uk 07827311768. 
 
Further information is available on the school website,      
parents and carers courses and information page.  

DIARY DATES 
For your information, the training, health and safety days, as 
well as the progress and achievement dates for the next  
academic year have been agreed.  These are as follows: 
 
Autumn Term 
Tuesday 1st September 2020 - school closed to pupils  
Wednesday 2nd September 2020 - school closed to pupils 
Wednesday 9th December 2020 - pupils leave at 12.30 pm 
Wednesday 16th-Friday 18th December 2020 - school closed 
to pupils. 
 
Spring Term 
Wednesday 31st March 2021 - pupils leave at 12.30 pm 
Thursday 1st April 2021 - school closed to pupils 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 7th June 2021 - school closed to pupils 
Wednesday 14th July 2021 - pupils leave at 12.30 pm 
Wednesday 21st July 2021 - school closed to pupils 

EARLY HELP INFORMATION FOR  
PARENTS AND CARERS 

 
The Early Help team have provided a number of useful 
information fact sheets which parents and carers may 

find helpful during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

These include information on routines and boundaries, 
parents on relationships, how to have fun with my  
children and families, how to support my child’s     

emotional wellbeing as well as details of an interactive 
on line parenting offer. 

 
Details of all of these plus others can be found on the 

parents courses and information page of the school 
website. 

GOLDEN TICKET RESULTS 

 

Back In January the golden ticket initiative was         

introduced by Mr Cross with Ellie in Year 7 being the 

first pupil to receive one. Since that time 55 tickets 

have been given out by visitors and governors to    

pupils who have demonstrated the Elmwood Way of 

caring for others, themselves and the environment, 

earning themselves a sweet treat as a result. 

 

The top three pupils  - Wezley Bartin (6 no.) and Reece 

Oxford and Dylan Street (5 no. each) will be able to 

practice their communication skills in the autumn 

term when they are treated to a meal as a reward for 

this achievement – many congratulations. 

 

Well done also to the following pupils who all received 

ticket (s): 

 

Ellie N, Harry Moore, Tia Phillips, Mikyle Read, Ricky, 

Rico Maritza-Yates, Callum Dixon, Harry Mi,Alice 

Dewsbury, Charlie Ann Barfield,  Jack Hulse, Adam 

Choudhury, Connor Berry, Krystian Kastelik, Ciaran 

Lawrence, Isbella Hough, Jake Hall, Rianna, Charlie 

Haddock, Mark Reddington, Rhys Humphries, Archie 

Cox, Kieren Spencer, J’Ermiel Riggon, Callum           

Wilkinson, Jordan Walters, Swayvon O’Connor and   

Logan Clews. 

 

We will start the process all over again in September 

so good luck to everyone in receiving a golden ticket. 



 

Emergency food parcels - SEND families only  
 
Over 100 emergency parcels were received and distributed in five weeks and over 300 regular    
parcels through third party providers. Walsall and Wolverhampton Parent and Carer Support Group 
are still accepting applications for emergency food parcel applications for referral to third party 
providers and a phone service for those needing emergency food parcels. These are for families 
struggling and in need in Walsall or Wolverhampton who are families in need with SEND children/
young adults or families caring for  adult children with disabilities. You can apply either by        
completing the online form: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YRNH2VB, telephone 07939487052 
(Julieth) between 10am - 2pm or 6pm – 7:45pm daily or email to request a form from                  
walsallwtonparentgroup@gmail.com 7. The group are connecting those families in need by         
delivering an  emergency parcel and connecting and applying to third party providers of regular 
food parcels in the Walsall and Wolverhampton area. You do not have to be a member but you do 
need to be a family of a child with additional needs to use the referrals service. Limited food is 
available and all applications for support will be considered, but not guaranteed; if food is not  
available the service will be closed. The group aim to respond to all requests within 24-48 hours. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Parent and Carer Support Group 
(Walsall, Wolverhampton and surrounding areas). To apply to be a member join via their website 
www.walsallwtonPCG.co.uk.  Please note that this service will end on 31st July 2020. 

ONLINE SAFETY INFORMATION FOR  
PARENTS AND CARERS 

 
A number of useful fact sheets around 

what parents need to know about a   
number of online platforms such as   

Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram, Netflix 
and Google have been produced and are 

available on the parents and carers      
safeguarding page of the school website.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR FRANCIS 
 

Many congratulations to James Francis, DT Teacher, who 
was successful at interview on Friday 26th June for the 
post of Curriculum Lead for Technology Faculty. 
 
This is a new middle leadership post which commences in 
September 2020.  James will lead and develop a faculty 
approach across all creative technologies, i.e. DT, art and 
food technology, ensuring that pupils enjoy and achieve in 
these creative subjects.  This should in turn result in more 
pupils achieving an appropriate KS4 qualification. The role 
will be integral to the school’s success as greater focus 
will be placed on Curriculum Leads under the new        
education inspection framework. 

ANNUAL REVIEW MEETINGS 
 

As a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic and school having to 
close for a number of weeks, it 

has not been possible for  
scheduled annual review    

meetings of EHCP’s to continue.  
Unfortunately this will mean that 

these will not take place until 
the next academic year with a 

view to prioritising these        
appointments at the earliest   

opportunity. 
 

A very big thank you to those 
parents and carers who were 

able to attend during the       
autumn and early spring term 

with 31 out of a total of 40 
meetings (77.5%) being       

supported.  This is an excellent 
outcome as the views of       

parents and carers, together 
with other professionals, adds 

real value in ensuring that your 
child’s EHCP is relevant and    

up-to-date. 

FAREWELL TO OUR YEAR 11 STUDENTS 
 

June is always the time of year when our year 11 students 
end their time at the School before moving on to either 
training, further education or employment with this year 
Friday 26th June being the official leaving date. 
 
This year’s cohort of 9 students have all secured post 16 
provision with 4 pupils off to College, 3 have secured 
training providers, 1 pupil is joining the army and 1 pupil 
has secured employment. 
 
The above would not have been possible without the   
support of not only the teaching staff and Mr Cross/Bev 
Bailey but also from our Careers Adviser, Rachael      
Maybank. 
 
We wish  Charlie, Sophie, Jordan, Ciaran, Rico, Henry, 
Tia, J’Ermiel and Nathan every success as they begin their 
next stage of their adventure and look forward to hearing 
from them in the future. 



 
 
 
 

That is all the news from Elmwood for  

 

June — please continue to stay  

 

safe  and  

 

keep smiling  

 
 

BTEC RESULTS UPDATE 

We understand that this has been an unsettling time for pupils, with the news of school closures 
and the cancellation of this summer’s external assessments. We wanted to write to you to reassure 
you about how your BTEC results will be calculated this year. 

How will  BTEC grades be calculated? 
 
Teachers have ben asked to provide: 
 

 

 Actual grades for internal BTEC units that pupils have completed 
 

 ‘Centre Assessment Grades’ for internal BTEC units that pupils were not able to complete, 
based on available evidence and what tutors felt pupils were most likely to have achieved under 
normal circumstances 
 

 A rank order of all learners on a pupil’s BTEC course, based on what  teachers felt a pupil  
would most likely achieve at qualification level, under normal circumstances. 
 
Teachers will base their decisions on a range of evidence, including any relevant assignments   
pupils have completed, any prior exam or mock results, and a pupil’s performance during the 
course. 
 
The information that is submitted to BTEC will be checked beforehand by other teachers in school 
and signed off by Mr Cross, Acting Headteacher. 


