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VOTES FOR SCHOOLS
The School has signed up to the above which is an award winning
platform giving students a voice on the issues that affect them the
most. It also addresses the requirement by Ofsted to develop
opportunities to discuss and debate.
Teachers will deliver lessons that tackle some of the biggest issues
affecting young people today. Once a week students are then able
to vote anonymously, making their voice on the issue heard.
This enables school to see common themes as well as local and
national picture.
Topics so far have covered organ donation, the wearing of face
masks in School and volunteering, which have all proved hot topics.

YEARS 5 AND 6 OPEN AFTERNOON EVENTS
We held two open afternoon events on Monday 14th and 28th
September from 4 pm to 5 pm for parents and carers of Years 5
and 6 pupils.
The Senior Leadership team welcomed a large number of
parents and carers from Phoenix Academy and other local
primary schools and showcased what Elmwood School can offer
their child. This will help in the decision of choosing their
preferred secondary placement by the end of October 2020.

TIK TOK ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE
Following a disturbing video that has been shared on
social media, parents and carers are advised to check
out the Tik Tok online safety guide which is on the
safeguarding page for parents and carers.

100% ATTENDANCE FOR 2019-20
We always like to celebrate when pupils and staff
achieve 100% over an academic year and, even
though we were forced to close for a number of
months, we want to recognize those who
attended from 2.9.19 to 22.3.20 with perfect
attendance.
Very well done to the following pupils who will
receive a £5 gift voucher in a celebration
assembly for their achievement:
Courtney Allport
Charlie Haddock
Jake Hall
Connor Haskett
Isabella Hough
Rhys Humphries
Krystian Kastelik
Archie Kavanagh
Rianna Lewis
Swayvon O’Connor
Kacey Sawyers
Jordan Walters
Nathan Walton
The following staff also achieved 100%, so well
done to: Tracy Pow, Lynn Maritza, Dawn
Canham, Shelli George, Jo Hughes, Adam
Mitchell and Anna Cahira.

A WELCOME BACK FROM MR CROSS, HEADTEACHER
I wanted to take the opportunity to welcome you all back to our Elmwood Community. I know that staff and pupils alike have
really enjoyed having those positive interactions with each other within a controlled and safe manner. Throughout this month we
have seen many examples of pupils and staff demonstrating The Elmwood Way, for example care for self wearing the medical
snoods during times when 1m+ isn’t possible to adhere to; care for others washing hands a minimum of 6 times throughout the
day and finally care for the environment by using non-disposable face coverings and looking after the school’s environment and
supporting the cleaning team in making the school look so clean and tidy. These measures have enabled the Elmwood Community
to not have any positive COVID-19 results (which is a massive achievement when considering our location). Attendance for
September was currently 90% which is indicative that the majority of pupils want to be back at school and work hard. The
behaviour for the majority has been extremely positive (with a minority of pupils causing disruption) but as an Elmwood
Community it’s important that we challenge and support these pupils to make the right choices and engage with enrichment
activities on a Friday afternoon. The Year 7 pupils have been a welcome addition to our school and are really embracing the many
new experiences which is evident through the Emotion Coaching check-in and check-out procedures.
It has been a great start and we will continue to build upon the positive of the month. Please keep communicating with the school
– it makes a massive difference in how we support your child and also a great way of us sharing the success and any changes to the
COVID-19 Risk Assessment (please check out our School website for any updates).

New windows

STAFFING NEWS
During the summer holidays, Dawn Canham, School Secretary
and Clerk to the Governors celebrated a special birthday and
was presented during a socially distanced staff get together
at the end of term, with an array of gifts and cards from staff.
Staff also had the opportunity to say farewell to Tina Lloyd,
Teacher at the same event, ahead of her move to Spain. Tina
received a small gift as well as a few euros so that she can buy
a keepsake when settled in her new home. We wish Tina
every success for the future.
September has also seen two more special birthdays with
Paul Middleton, Teaching Assistant and Mr Damms, Teacher,
both based in Nurture, celebrating milestone ones. Both
enjoyed their days and were presented with gifts and cards.

During the summer
term, the School
had a mini
makeover with the
installation of a
number of pvc windows. What a difference they
have made to not only the overall appearance of
the School but also in terms of security and
insulation (no draughts this winter!!).
A big thank you
to Walsall
Council for
funding the
majority of the
works.

Congratulations to Dan Whittaker, Outdoor Learning Teacher,
who has been recognised as a Professional in Outdoor
Learning and can now use the initials POL after his name. Dan
is highly qualified in many fields and is also a Specialist Leader
in Education in Outdoor Learning—very well done Dan on
receiving such an accolade.

OUT AND ABOUT KIT
A reminder that pupils will need the following
kit when taking part in out and about lessons
depending on the weather conditions:
Waterproof coat, sun hat, sun cream, trainers,
that are comfortable for walking and can get
muddy as well as a warm top for cooler days.
Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic
situation, we are unable to provide spare
clothing as we have done in the past so please
ensure your child comes prepared.

ICE CREAM TREAT
Thanks to Waj at NA Cars,
staff ended the academic
year with a treat.
Waj organised for an ice
cream van to visit the school
so everyone could enjoy a cold treat prior to breaking
up.
Very well received on a nice warm day—many thanks
to Waj for his kind gesture.

THEY DID IT!
Having previously highlighted the success stories of
both Jamie Ashford and Thomas Carter, former pupils
who were hoping to head off to University this autumn.
We were delighted to hear that both boys received the
grades they were predicted and will be able to further
their careers — we are very proud of both boys and
wish them all the best in their studies.

NEWS FROM FOOD TECHNOLOGY
We have had a very productive start to our new term in food technology with
help from staff who have raided gardens and allotments to bring in fresh
produce for us to prepare and cook and being able to see where food comes
from source to the table!!
So a big shout out and thanks to Mr Cross for a bumper crop of cooking apples that went into
making Kerry apple cake and apple crumble; damsons which Y10’s made a fruity sauce to go with
Chinese chicken, eating apples from Dawn in the office and from Mr Holmes that went into
home made coleslaw by Y7. Mr Bowen bought in marrows which Y11's turned into stuffed
marrow together with his home grown chillies, prickly cucumbers went into our Y8's Caesar
salad, lemon balm was used to replace lemon rind for the Kerry apple cake. Along with
rhubarb that Ms Millerchip had bought in Y10 &11 had a bit of a retro taste testing dunking
rhubarb in sugar as well a delicious rhubarb spiced cake.
Report by Hilary Shaw, Food Technology Teacher

