[image: ]ELMWOOD SCHOOL’S TRIBUTE TO ASHLEY LEWIS, 
A MUCH LOVED MEMBER OF STAFF


[image: F:\Photographs\Comic Relief\IMGP1194.JPG]We were very saddened to hear that Ashley Lewis, one of our former colleagues, had passed away recently at the very young age of 64.    Ashley had worked at the school since it opened in January 2008 as a Maths teacher and some staff had also worked with him previously at Daw End School prior to its closure in December 2007.

[image: ]Below are a collection of memories and messages that have been shared by colleagues that paints a picture of the sort of man Ashley was.  If anyone would like a message included on our tribute article to Ashley, please forward any comments via email to the School.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A JustGiving page in support of the two charities close to Ashley's heart has been set up by his family - The Samaritans (where he had started training to become a listener) and Katharine House Hospice, Stafford, who looked after him so wonderfully and enabled him to spend his last weeks at home. 

The link is https://www.justgiving.com/remember/869819/Ashley-Lewis  - any small amount will be gratefully received.


Lee Cross, Headteacher, Elmwood School 
I have many fond memories of Ashley during my time at Elmwood. His work ethic was extraordinary often arriving early and leaving late (every day). His commitment to wanting the very best for his pupils academically, socially and emotionally were unwavering – even in the face of some strong willed pupils (who couldn’t accept his positive outlook towards them and their potential). His commitment to the school continued even in poor health when he attended a remembrance service and played “The Last Post”, I later found out this caused an immense amount of stress, but in typical Ashley form he didn’t want to let me or the school community down. 
Elmwood has always had a special place for a very special man. 

Dawn Canham, Secretary/Clerk to the Governors, Elmwood and Daw End School
Ashley was always eager to please and had a lovely caring nature.  Over the years I have worked with him at both Daw End and Elmwood School I have lots of nice memories; he was a big part of our annual remembrance services where he often played his bugle for the Last Post rendition.  I also remember being away once on a camping weekend near to where Ashley lived and bumping into him; I was not surprised to hear that he and his family were given up their time taking part in a fundraising event as his children were musicians and were performing in a band.  Ashley has certainly gone far too soon and will be sadly missed. 

Tania Craig, Executive Head Teacher, New Horizons Learning Centre (former colleague from Daw End School)
Ashley was the most lovely man...kind, considerate and caring. He loved his teaching and seemed to have found his spot - firstly at Daw End and then moving to Elmwood. 
Always made me smile - dressed like a Geographer...but taught Maths! The pupils enjoyed his company and his sense of humour.
He will be greatly missed!

Paul Middleton, Teaching Assistant, Elmwood School
I worked with Ash for the first 2 years of my time here at Elmwood and I instantly warmed to his quirky, warm personality. He was always ready to lighten the mood with a funny remark, or a supportive comment with both students and staff alike. His passion for working with young people was always apparent and the energy he brought into the classroom was infectious. 

Tina Lloyd (former colleague from Daw End and Elmwood School) 
Ash, you were a gentleman who always gave your time to others, you were kind hearted and genuine. May you forever be in peace and may your melody live on in our hearts. x x x

Di Cadman (former colleague from Daw End and Elmwood School)
I will remember Ash as a kind man. Rest well Ash.  

Hilary Shaw, Teacher, Elmwood School
Remembering Ash he was a very kind and conscientious teacher who always wanted the best for our pupils.
Ash use to be the teacher who always played the bugle for the last post at our Remembrance day ceremony

John Restall (former colleague from Daw End and Elmwood School)
Lots of happy memories but that infectious laugh echoing from a wetsuit clad Ash canoeing on Lake Bala is one of the best. Blessings. 

Lynn Maritza, School Business, Finance and Operations Manager, Elmwood and Daw End School
Ash had a cheeky sense of humour and loved ordering calculators!  I could never work out where they went…
He was a very kind, caring and giving man and the world is less bright without him.  He would have made a fantastic Samaritan.

Alan Price, Teacher, Elmwood and Daw End School
I was saddened to hear of Ash’s passing. We worked closely together at Daw End School and then transitioned to Elmwood, where our paths parted with myself moving on to a new role. Ash was a great support and he helped me to develop the outdoor education program. Together we learned cycle routes across Cannock Chase and he introduced me to venues for canoeing. I remember his passion for supporting and inspiring the young people we worked with and recall his servant heart. 
Yours in Christ.

Hilary Short, former Headteacher at Elmwood School
Ashley was just a lovely man with no agenda for himself, he simply cared about others. 
I remember with fondness a Saturday evening approaching Christmas when he arrived on our doorstep dressed in formal wear and announced that he was kidnapping us to attend a musical concert that he had organised and whose band he was conducting. Happy to be kidnapped we had a brilliant evening and I realised then that there was so much more to Ashley than the man we saw in school. His talented teaching skills were only a minuscule of the talent he possessed. He was multi-faceted and gifted in so many areas and this coupled with his amazing personality made him a joy and a privilege to know. 

I visited him at home and learnt that his wife and children were extremely musically gifted, and I remember being in awe of the sheer talent in that family unit and I know how proud he was of their achievements.

Ashley had a fantastic sense of humour and a huge heart. He was a good listener and a loyal team player. I was privileged to be able to call him a friend as well as a colleague. The world so needs people like Ashley. X

Dan Whittaker, Teacher, Elmwood School
I shall always remember asking Ash if he'd return to School (once he'd retired) to play his bugle on our Remembrance day. The sound of the bugle moved many of the pupils. 

Kerry Bowen, Teaching Assistant, Elmwood School
I’ll always remember first starting Elmwood, Ash always made me feel welcome. He was always smiling and I’ll always imagine him with those rosy cheeks, bounding down the corridors saying “hello darling”.
A very kind and caring man who will be greatly missed. Thinking of you all x




Ash enjoying a visit to Bryntysilio in 2003 and a Daw End staff group photograph from 2005.
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